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SOUTHPORT  
FOOTBALL CLUB 
The Pure Stadium, Haig Avenue, 

Southport, PR8 6JZ 
Tel: 01704-533422   
Fax: 01704-533455 

Website: www.southportfc.net 
Twitter: @southport_fc   

Directors: Ian Kyle, Liam Watson &  
Steven Porter  

President: Sam Shrouder  
In accordance with paragraph 2.13 of rules of The 

National League, the Club makes the following 
statement: 

Southport Football Club is a Company, limited by 
shares, registered in England and Wales with 

registered number 01486711. 
The following individuals hold a significant interest 
in Southport Football Club  (defined as being more 

than 10% of the voting rights): 
 

Ian Kyle  
Manager: Liam Watson  

Assistant Manager: Jon McCarthy  
Secretary: James Tedford 01704-533422 

secretary@southportfc.net  
Head Of Commercial: Steve Brown 07809 

489 370 commercial@southportfc.net  
Community Development: Darren Wildman 

community@southportfc.net   
Events Manager: Claire Kyle 

events@southportfc.net  
Physio: Dan Gabrielson  

Kit: Hamish Morton   
Groundsman: Paul Brookes  

Programme Editor & Sales: Rob Urwin  
contact rob@southportfc.net  

077900-41514  
Club Chaplain: Paul Taylor  

Programme Design: Simon Cooper  
Excel Print Ltd 

 
Website: Rob Urwin 

 
Press Officer: Alan Jones 

 
Media Assistants: Amos Wynn,  

James Pendleton & James Houghton 
 

Video: Bethany Whelan & Gaz Newton 
 

Technical Services: Les Rooney 
 

Club Shop Manager & Volunteer  
Co-ordinator: Christine Classon 

 
Club Shop Matchday: Christine Classon, 

Kerry Hartwell & Michael Hopkins 
 

Matchday Announcer: Nicola Cave 
 

Photography: Julia Urwin

After the disappointment of 
having last Saturday’s game 
called off with I hope won’t be the 
first of too many COVID 
postponements we were back in 
action on Tuesday against South 
Shields in the FA Cup and penalty 
shoot outs are great when you 
win them but such a bad way to 
go out when you lose one and so 
it was on Tuesday. South Shields 
did play very well in the second 
half and were going strong at the 
end and we were hanging on a 
bit.   

Our first two “proper” games 
have seen a win against Morpeth 
who we knew would come here 
and put up a good fight. They had 
a squad full of experience and 
knowhow and were always going 
to make it difficult for us and they 
did. Tony Mac as good as ever at 
the ripe old age of 38 and ¾ kept 
us in it with some great saves 
including the penalty stop. 

We came out well in the 
second half and both as a Dad 
and manager I was thrilled and 
proud to see Niall score on his 
debut. How he would have loved 
to celebrate that goal in front of 
the Southport fans having been 
coming here since he was a babe 
in arms. 

Next up we faced Hereford 
and we got our first point on the 
board with the 0-0 draw which 
over the 90 minutes was a fair 
result and no arguments from me 
on that one. 

I really do hope the season 
isn’t going to be stop start, we 
need to get momentum going but 

we live in difficult times and the 
health and well being of everyone 
is the most important thing of all 
and what will be will be. 

I said in my last notes just how 
many people have been involved 
in keeping the club going and I 
can’t stress enough the thanks 
myself and the lads have to every 
single person who has 
contributed both as paid staff, a 
voluntary role or the many 
supporters who have donated 
money big and small and waived 
refunds of season ticket and 
membership money. Times are 
hard and money is tight for a lot 
of people so to give so much 
back to the club is a great 
gesture and very much 
appreciated. 

As I write I am waiting on the 
result of the Blyth v Marske game 
that is being played tonight 
(Wednesday) to see where we will 
be next Saturday. If Blyth go out 
we will be in the North East, if 
they are through we could be 
without a game although there 
are a couple of possible 
rearrangements to consider as 
the last thing we need is a blank 
Saturday. 

For those of you following the 
stream I hope you enjoy the 
game. This is another way of 
supporting the club and again, I 
thank everyone for watching in. 
We have been able to offer the 
service free to our Season Ticket 
Holders and Members as just 
reward for sticking with us. 

 Liam

MANAGERS NOTES
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BY STEVE PORTER 

 
       
 
 
 
 

 
At the moment, football clubs and every 

other business in the country have to be on 
their toes. You have heard the saying “they 
keep moving the goal posts”. Well at our 
club, we literally did – but that was for a 
normal positive! We had to move them to re-
construct the wonderful pitch we now have. 

We, the club, have been given so may 
protocols to comply with. I know James has 
not known whether he is coming or going at 
times. He meticulously puts the guided rules 
into place only to be told they must be 
changed again. It is pleasing to know that 
many other clubs contact him for advice 
regarding the rules. (Maybe not for James)! 
However, it is testament to his knowledge if 
all things COVID. 

Fortunately, we still have Everton U23 
playing at the Pure Stadium, who use the 
Premier League protocols. Obviously, when 
the U23 games are played, the number of 
personnel required, dramatically increases 
in accordance with their 
requirements/guidelines. The Premier 
League and Everton have their own 
designated Covid-19 risk and governance 
Directors/Managers attending the games to 
ensure all safety procedures have been put 
in place. 

Beware of breaking any rules, as I found 
out whilst attending one of our pre-season 
games! I innocently entered the ground 
through the wrong gate and boy did James 
let me know about it! One thing that did 
make me laugh was when he made our 
Chairman (Ian Kyle) wait outside until his 
designated arrival time – very brave James! 

Writing these notes is difficult as I was 
hoping to be writing about our first away win 
of the season at Kettering and due to COVID 
(which I hate to keep mentioning), it was 
called off. Ian, Liam, John, myself and 
James (who has the honour of contacting 
everyone) were very disappointed as this 
means a very long trip on a Tuesday night to 

fulfil this fixture.  
I know that the board, James, Rob and 

the media team have expressed our thanks 
to all our supporters and volunteers for their 
donations and hard work during these 
uncertain times. You should all be rewarded 
by watching our beloved Southport at the 
Pure Stadium in the flesh. We hope that the 
next best thing – live streaming the games, 
takes away a bit of the frustration of not 
being there in person. We know we have 
had a few frustrated fans who struggled to 
access the live stream against Hereford, 
and we can only apologise for this. As a club 
we are new to this facility and as usual 
James and our Media team have been 
working very hard to rectify the teething 
problems. Please bear with us. 

Lockdown has caused a number of 
things to be delayed. One example being the 
new Fan Zone being delivered which has 
caused frustration for Jonathan and the rest 
of the TIY board. However, it is now in place 
and work is ongoing to its completion. Even 
now, it looks FANtastic (see what I did 
there)! This is something else which will 
compliment what we already have at the 
club. Well done to TIY. 

I could go on thanking everyone that has 
personally helped the club (as I sit here in 
my I helped support my club t-shirt – very 
comfy) but if could just mention a couple. 
Firstly, thanks to Paul Newnham for his 
support and very generous donation. 
Secondly, I must mention young Harry 
Cottam (aged 9) and Leighton Hock (aged 
10) for their massive achievement of raising 
funds by riding their bikes around the 
ground, 50 times! Very well-done boys! It’s 
encouraging to see such passion from our 
next generation of supporters. (On a side 
note, their great Grandad (George Bromilow) 
was my P.E. teacher at Meols Cop School 
and also played football with my Dad). 

So that just leaves me to say, (provided 
COVID doesn’t get in the way), enjoy today’s 
stream of the game but most of all, stay 
safe and well.  

Hope to see you all very soon.   
 
 Steve 

Welcome to my first programme notes of the 2020-
2021 season and to the new normal!! 
I’m sorry, but this is not normal! People are starting 
to forget what normality is. I know we are all 
struggling to come to terms with the new ever-
changing rules.
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WALKING 
FOOTBALL By 

Rob Urwin
It was a long time coming but we finally got our Walking Football 
Community Sessions under way in September. We had a good turnout 
for the first session considering the delays between the initial meeting 
and the startup date and 18 people turned up. 

We were delighted to be able to hold the first 
three sessions on the hallowed turf at Haig Avenue 
but the first turned into a slip fest as the heavy rain 
made standing up difficult and even though as I 
was only reffing I went base over apex and nearly 
did myself a mischief which amused Liam Watson 
in particular as he had come along to support the 
group and have a go. 

The attendances grew gradually and we had to 
get two pitches set up at the ground such was the 
demand. 

My first involvement came very quickly into the 
second session when I was called upon to fill in 
following an injury to our Kitman, Hamish Morton. A 
very impressive Cruyff turn had the group buzzing at 
my skills…until I nearly fell over. 

The autumn weather and the first team coming 
back saw a switch to Dunes in town to preserve the 
pitch but most people kept coming…..except me as I 
damaged my back, not doing Walking Football but 
trying to be Mr Muscle Man lifting some flags. 

I was back in an organiser capacity last week and 
another 20 people turned up at Dunes having a 
great time, forging new friendships, great banter 
and lots of fun. 

We will be staying at Dunes as long as no 
restrictions are in place. We will be staying at Dunes 
as long as no restrictions are in place. It is great 
exercise, harder than you think not to run and you 
are so tempted to chase after the ball rather than 
walk. 

At present it is simply a case of turning up paying 
£2 and playing. We track and trace everyone, 

sanitise the balls before and after, take 
temperature checks of all participants and hand 
sanitiser is there for before and after each game. 
The bibs are washed every game and not shared 
and we are as safe as we possibly can be. 

The First Group

Liam Kicks it All Off

Action!
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We are pleased to welcome the latest 
local business, Mr Casey’s American 
Pizza, as the club’s official food 
partner. 

Bispham Road-based Mr Casey’s, who specialise in a delicious 
pizza menu from the States, will feature on the back of the first-

team shorts this season, as well as supplying players and officials 
with their post-match food. 

01704 533422  OPT 2  
or Direct on 07809 489 370 or email me at commercial@southportfc.net

The long-running, family-
owned company will be 20 years 
old in February. Having started 
out with just a pizza menu, they 
now offer a range also offer a 
range chicken meals, hotdogs, 
burgers, pasta and nachos. 

They also have available the 
largest selection of pizzas in the 
town from 10″ right through to 
20″. Their special deals include 
half-price 16” and 18” pizzas 
every Tuesday and Wednesday 
with a free do a delivery service 
within the local area. 

Mr Casey’s also offer 
customers the chance to create 
your own pizza, with the dough 
freshly prepared on the 
premises and served with the 
finest ingredients. They are 
open Tuesday-Sunday, 4.30pm 
till late. 

With their shop on 
Bispham Road, only a short 
distance from the ground, we 
are pleased to be developing 
this partnership with another 
business from the neighbouring 
community. 

To order your pizza or to find 
out more, visit 
www.mrcaseys.co.uk. 

 
MAN OF THE MATCH 

V Hereford Dan Hanford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

V Morpeth Matty Challoner 
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ANOTHER BUSINESS TO COME ON  
BOARD-TEZLOM 

Established in 2008, Tezlom has grown to become 
the leading supplier of Nurses, Care Assistants 
and Support Workers across the North West. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tezlom specialise in the recruitment of Care 

Assistants, Support Workers and Registered 
Nurses. We provide staffing requirements to some 
of the UK’s largest, most renowned care providers 
such as NHS Hospitals, EMI Homes, Mental 
Health Hospitals, Learning Disability Units and 
more, across the North West.  

The success of our approach has enabled us to 
spread our business across the UK through 
franchised offices, operating to the same high 
standards which lie at the heart of our business 
and which will continue to drive it as we grow. 

If you’d like to find out more about Tezlom, 
whether you’re someone who’s looking for their 
next role in care or a client looking staffing 
solutions. Contact us on 01704 544247 or visit 
www.tezlom.com  

 
ADVERTISING BOARDS 

The ground is pretty full with advertising boards 
and we thank each and every 
person/business/organisation who has supported 
the club in this way.  

Contact Steven Brown on 07809-489370 for 
more details. 

 
STAND UP FOR SOUTHPORT 

Stand Up For Southport is kicking off a new 
partnership with Southport FC.  

Southport’s fast growing community news 
website and its accompanying Stand Up For 
Southport social media groups are delighted to 
work along our town’s major football club in order 
to promote the Sandgrounders.  

When fans are allowed back into The Pure 
Stadium they will be able to see the brand new 

Stand Up For Southport board situated next to the 
pitch.  

And watch out for regular updates and news 
about Southport FC on the Stand Up For Southport 
website.  

Stand Up For Southport has enjoyed huge 
growth since launching earlier this year, with over 
12,600 members on its Facebook Group alone, 
and more than 16,000 local people following the 
SUFS social media accounts on Facebook, 
Instagram and LinkedIn.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stand Up For Southport owners Andrew Brown 

and Phil Gee said: “We launched Stand up For 
Southport to create a positive voice for Southport 
and the great things happening in our town.  

“That includes Southport Football Club, which 
has been a huge part of our area for so many 
years.  

“We have both enjoyed watching many 
Southport games as fans, and we are honoured to 
be doing what we can to support them in any way 
we can.  

“They have great owners, a superb manager in 
Liam Watson, a promising group of players, 
thousands of loyal and passionate supporters and 
a tremendous network of staff and volunteers who 
make the club what it is.  

“We all want to see the Sandgrounders work 
towards regaining their place in the National 
League, and hopefully one day rise back into the 
Football League. 

“To do that, everyone in our town needs to get 
behind them! Especially at the moment when they 
are facing challenging times looking to start a new 
football season during the Coronavirus pandemic 
and the restrictions which have been imposed.  

“We wish the club all the very best for the 
season ahead. Yellows!”



10
#O
N
E
PO
R
T

Our Community Team in focus this week is Southport Under 8’s (Bootle 
Branch) We asked the boys their age, the team they support (a bit of work 
to do on this one) their favourite film and which game they enjoy the most.

COMMUNITY TEAM IN FOCUS

ACTION FROM OUR UNDER 8’s GAME LAST SUNDAY 

Community Teams 
Players Of The Week 
Well Done Everyone 
 
Under 7’s  
Will Sadler 
Under 8’s  
(Bootle) Louis Evans 
Under 8’s (Southport) 
Alexander Shaw 
Under 9’s  
Connor Howells 
Under 10’s  
Louis Smith 
Under 11’s  
Harrison Benbow 
Under 16’s  
Lucas Balshaw
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The Manager 
STEVEN HESP 
26 years old 

Tranmere Rovers 
Star Wars  
Minecraft 

 

 
LENNON MCCABE 

7 years old 
Liverpool FC 

Star Wars 
Roblox 

 

 
PATRICK NEARY 

7 years old  
Everton FC 
Star Wars  

Roblox 
 

 
LOUIS EVANS 

8 Yrs old 
Liverpool FC 

Marvel  
Roblox 

 

 
LEWIS ROBERTS 

8 years old  
Liverpool FC 

Star Wars 
Minecraft 

 

 
ALFIE ROONEY 

7 yrs old 
Liverpool FC 

Star wars 
Minecraft 

 

 
MATTHEW RONG 

8 years old  
Liverpool FC 

Marvel 
Roblox 

 

 
JENSEN ROSSITER 

7 years old  
Liverpool FC 

Marvel 
Minecraft 

 

 
OLIVER HESP 

8 years old 
Tranmere Rovers 

Marvel 
Minecraft 
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MAIN NEWS

As much as we would prefer to have supporters in the 
ground it would appear that for the foreseeable future we 
won’t be allowed.  

The next best thing is a Live Stream and as Rob has 
detailed elsewhere in this programme we are up and 
running. A few teething problems but we are getting there 
and those that have enjoyed full uninterrupted coverage 
have really enjoyed the experience all around the world. 

League matches are streamed for £9.99 and cup 
matches will normally be £7.99. Season Ticket Holders 
and Members will get the games for free as a thank you 
for sticking with the club during these unique times. 

This past week the club have sent emails and letters to 
all season ticket holders and members with a unique 
access code for the live streaming service. 

This code allows multi device access within the same 
household / broadband network. 

Should this code be shared and accessed with someone 
outside the household / broadband network this will 
kickout the first viewer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Message From One Of Our Sponsors Dave Barron   
On behalf of Barron Financial Solutions, I would like to 

wish Southport Football Club, Liam and the Squad all the 
best for the forthcoming season. We are proud to have 
played our part in ensuring the addition of Niall Watson to 
the playing squad and have been delighted to see him 
doing so well in pre-season. In these difficult times, it is 
great to see our town’s football club supported by so many 
local businesses who appreciate that Southport Football 
Club is at the heart of the local community. Myself and the 
team at Barron’s would like to thank the board, James, 
Steven, the staff and all the volunteers for everything they 
have put in place to ensure the 2020-21 season is a highly 
successful one. ‘ May I take this opportunity to wish 
everyone involved in Southport Football Club and all the 
fans a healthy season during these difficult times. 

Up the port! 

CLUB NEWSThe

LIVE STREAMS 
Sad News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

We were sorry to hear that Southport 
fan, Dr Stuart Thomas  died from 
dementia related issues on June 20th at 
the age of 73 – His brother Mark writes 
“he was a lifelong Port fan who 
witnessed the 65/66 cup run, promotion 
the following year and our subsequent 
slow decline from the heights of 8th in 
the old Div 3. He saw little of the Port 
after that, moving to Colwyn Bay and 
raising his family whilst working as a GP 
in Llandudno for 35 years. 

His last match at Haig Ave was the 5-1 
win over Leamington 18 months back 
and he also got over to Southport for the 
class of 67 reunion that TIY hosted 
which was a memorable evening” 
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Dave Roberts 
It is with great sadness that we have also 

learned of the passing of Southport FC 
member, programme subscriber and lifetime 
fan, Dave Roberts. 

Dave passed away peacefully in the early 
hours of Sunday morning aged 72. 

Dave always rejoiced that ‘Port are a true 
family and friendly club. He had many friends 
at the club which he met and spoke to at 
home games. He will be missed by everyone 
but especially his best friends Dave Reynolds 
and Dave & Marie Coates whom he sat with in 
the main stand. 

Supporting Southport since 1958, he 
travelled extensively to away matches (albeit 
not too many in recent seasons), was a past 
season ticket holder, this season joining the 
new membership scheme. 

He flew in from abroad to see Southport 
play Hartlepool when we won the league in 
the 72/73 season. His loud supporter voice 
was not that of one of the main stand 
moaners. He held firm opinions but was 
respected as someone who supported the 
team through thick and thin. 

Dave subscribed to the programme and it 
was only last week he was chasing up for 
omitting to send him his FA Cup programme 
by e-mail. 

His wish is to have half his ashes scattered 
at Haig Avenue and we will make 
arrangements for that to happen with the 
family. 

Donations if desired can be made at 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-
display/showROSomeoneSpecialPage?pageU
rl=DaveRoberts33
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Jack Sampson and Marcus 
Carver both hit the underside of 
the cross for the Port, whilst Dan 
Hanford was forced to make two 
excellent fingertip saves. 

The first big chance for 
Southport came just before the 
20-minute mark, as a Jack 
Sampson header in the box hit 
the underside of the crossbar 
with the keeper in no mansland. 

That acted as a generator for 
Watson’s side as George Newell 
nearly tapped in a scuffed Mo Ali 
shot but lost his footing in the 
wet conditions. 

Sampson also tried his luck 
again, this time from distance, 
but dragged the attempt wide of 
the right post. 

After the break, Samir Nabir 
tried his luck from range for the 
visitors, but dragged the shot 
well wide of the post. 

Meanwhile down the other 
end, Marcus Carver attempted to 
tried to catch the keeper off his 
line, but a shot from the outside 
the striker’s foot went straight 
into Paul White’s hands. 

The Port were unfortunate not 
to take the lead, as a powerful 
strike from Marcus Carver rattled 
the underside of the bar in the 
73rd minute. 

After scoring on his debut 
against Morpeth Town, 
substitute, Niall Watson, was 
looking to make an impact off 
the bench. 

He came close to doing so as 
his dangerous from the right wing 
was begging for someone to tap 
it in. 

Both sides continued to battle 
to edge ahead but neither could 
find that decisive moment as 
things finished 0-0. 

A surprise inclusion in the 
Hereford line up was former ‘Port 
player Andrai Jones who had 
appeared in a number of our pre-
season games. 

 
Southport:  Dan Hanford, Matt 
Challoner, Jack Bainbridge, 
Charlie Oliver, Mo Ali, Jack Doyle, 
Russell Benjamin, David Morgan, 
George Newell (63’), Jack 
Sampson, Marcus Carver(76’). 
 
Substitutes: Tony McMillan, 
Adam Anson, Dylan Vassallo 
(76’), Connor Woods, Niall 
Watson (63’) 
League debuts for Jack 
Bainbridge player number (837), 
Mo Ali (836), Marcus Carver 
(835), Dylan Vassallo (839) and 
Niall Watson(838) 

Exactly the same start as 2019-20 
as we opened up with a 0-0 draw 
against Hereford having had the 
same scoreline at Gateshead on 
the opening day of 2019-20. 

OPENING 
DAY DRAW
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MATCH ACTION 



18
#O
N
E
PO
R
T

Visitors
We extend a very warm welcome to the players and officials 
from Chorley for this afternoon’s local derby. Chorley are the 
closest team we play geographically and would have 
attracted a decent crowd to The Pre Stadium but let’s not go 
down that route shall we! 

 

82/83 27-Oct H                Lge   L 0-1 462   

82/83 02-Nov A                Lge   D 1-1 415 Eatough 

83/84 01-Nov A                Lge   W 2-1 438 Own goal, Brady 

83/84 12-Nov H                Lge   L 0-4 442   

84/85 09-Oct H                Lge   L 0-1 394   

84/85 02-Apr A                Lge   D 2-2 267 McCormack, Jackson 

85/86 01-Oct A                Lge   D 1-1 438 Hunter 

85/86 12-Oct H                FAC 3Q L 1-3 578 Mutch 

85/86 29-Oct H                Lge   W 2-1 355 Coleman, Mutch 

86/87 07-Feb H                NPLC 1 W 2-1 317 Coleman, Owens 

86/87 14-Mar A                LJC 3 L 0-1 411   

86/87 30-Mar A                Lge   L 0-3 364   

86/87 11-Apr H                Lge   D 2-2 372 Coleman, Grant 

87/88 20-Oct A                Lge   L 1-2 590 Fielding 

87/88 28-Nov H                Lge   L 2-3 453 Jackson, Eyres 

90/91 02-Oct H                Lge   W 2-1 478 Holde(2-1pen) 

90/91 06-Nov H                PILC 2 W 2-0 382 Holden, Whitehall 

90/91 30-Mar A                Lge   W 2-1 436 Whitehall, Holden 

91/92 30-Aug H                Lge   D 1-1 552 Abrahams 

91/92 28-Jan H                LJC 2 W 4-2 175 Blackhurst(2) McCormack, Daley 

91/92 03-Mar A                Lge   D 2-2 297 Blackhurst, McCormack 

92/93 31-Aug H                Lge   W 7-1 526 McDonald, Jarvis2, Senior, Brennan2, Gamble 

92/93 20-Oct A                Lge   W 6-1 501 Baines, Haw3, Senior, Withers 

92/93 19-Apr N                LJC Final W 5-2 1529 Withers(2) I.Baines, Brennan(2) 

07/08 02-Apr N                LJC Final W 4-1 757 Gray(2), Powell, Duffy(pen) 

10/11 13-Jan H                LJC QF L 0-4 156   

17/18 26-Dec A                Lge   D 0-0 1517   

17/18 01-Jan H                Lge   W 3-0 1309 Morgan, Sheron, Sampson 

18/19 14-Aug A                Lge   L 0-4 1368   

18/19 09-Feb H                Lge   W 5-3 1542 Sampson2, Green, Charles 2, 1 pen 

PREVIOUS MATCHES SOUTHPORT v CHORLEY THE LAST TIME WE MET 
Was a classic encounter with 
Southport pulling of a big shock 
with a 5-3 win against the 
leaders and promotees elect. 
That was some compensation 
for one of the most abject 
performances we put in in the 
18-19 season going down 4-0 
at Victory Park against a very 
impressive Chorley side. 
 
GOALS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Probably not one that the 
Chorley fans will care to 
remember but Nathan Sheron’s 
run from just outside his own 
penalty box to slot home our 
second goal on New Years Day 
2018 was one of the best you 
will see and a leading contender 
for goal of the season. Still 
available on You Tube if you 
haven’t seen it yet. 
 
SO FAR THIS SEASON 
An FA Cup win against 
Gateshead on the opening day 
followed up with a 3-1 league 
defeat at York and a 2-1 home 
defeat against Gloucester. 
Three games against teams all 
expected to do very well this 
season..it’s been a tough start. 
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IN THE 
HOT SEAT
Jamie Vermiglio

Jamie’s association with the Club goes back 
more than a decade, including three spells as 
a player, featuring a combined appearance 
total of over 200. Since retiring in 2014 the 
former midfielder has been heavily involved 
with the backroom setup, first as coach, 
before taking on assistant manager duties a 
year later, and finally as manager after Matt 
Jansen’s resignation in June 2018. Led the 
club to National League North playoff glory 
less than a year later, taking the Magpies back 
to non-league’s top table for the first time in 
29 years. Combines his role as manager with 
a full-time primary school head teaching 
position. 

Andy Preece (Assistant Manager) 
No Stranger to Southport fans…..An imposing centre forward during his 
playing days with Stockport, Crystal Palace, Blackpool and Bury, the UEFA Pro 
Licence coach was brought on board by manager Jamie Vermiglio after the 
pair worked together at Northwich Victoria. Began his managerial career at 
Bury before stints with Worcester City, Northwich, Airbus UK & Southport. 
Combines his first team coaching duties with heading up our Education 
Programme. 

CONNECTIONS 

There used to be plenty of connections in the 
Chorley side but it is now the other way round 
with Matty Challoner ,  Adam Anson, Jack 
Sampson and Marcus Carver all having appeared 
for Chorley at some point. 
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Goalkeepers 
1  Matt Urwin (Vice Captain) 
The first player to commit his future 
to the Magpies for the 2020/21 
season. Etched his name into Victory 
Park folklore after saving six penalties 
across two playoff shootouts in May 
2019, leading the Magpies into the 
National League. Played 54 of the 
club’s 55 games while on loan from 
League One Fleetwood Town in 
2017/18. Returned for another loan 
stint on the eve of 2018/19 before 
turning his loan deal permanent six 
months later. 
 
21  Lewis Dutton 
Back-up goalie who spent the best 
part of a decade in The New Saints’ 
youth system before switching to 
Victory Park in the summer of 2020. 
Made his first team debut for the 
Oswestry-based side in last season’s 
Welsh Cup; has also skippered Wales 
at under-18 academy level. 
 
Defenders 
2  Arlen Birch 
Athletic full back who gained his 
footballing education at Everton and 
Burnley before playing nearly 60 
senior games over the last two 
seasons with AFC Fylde and Telford. 
Won the FA Trophy in 2019 with the 
Coasters. 
 
3  Harvey Smith 
Central defender signed in August 
2020 after leaving Bristol City. 
Enjoyed loan spells at Weston-Super-
Mare, Hereford, Bath City and 
Gloucester City while with the 
Robins. 
 

4  Andy Halls 
Right back/central defender who 
signed on at Victory Park in June 2020. 
Plenty of experience across the 
Football League and non-league with 
Stockport and Chester; past the 400-
career game mark last season while 
at Curzon Ashton. 
 
5  Scott Leather (Captain) 
Scott enters his fifth year with the 
Magpies after working his way back 
to full fitness following an injury-hit 
2019/20 season. A cool and calm 
Mancunian with excellent positional 
sense; headed the Magpies in front 
during the 2019 playoff final against 
Spennymoor. Previously played for 
Preston North End and Altrincham. 
 
6  Lewis Baines 
Signed up for a second full season at 
Victory Park in June 2020. The left-
sided defender initially penned a 
permanently deal with Chorley in July 
2019 after leaving League One 
Fleetwood and went on to make 38 
appearances in the National League. 
Played six games on loan at Victory 
Park over the 2018/19 festive period. 
 
19   Leo Roberts 
The 18-year-old left back moved to 
Victory Park in July after leaving AFC 
Fylde. Spent time on loan at Witton 
Albion during the 2019/20 season. 
 
Midfielders 
8  Mike Calveley 
Midfielder with plenty of experience 
in the National League North despite 
his relatively young age. Came 
through the youth system at Port 
Vale and enjoyed loan spells with 
Leek and Nuneaton before making a 
permanent switch to Curzon Ashton 
last season. 
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11   Elliot Newby 
The Barrow-based midfielder re-
signed for a third campaign at Victory 
Park in June 2020. A key member of 
the squad that won promotion to the 
National League in 2019 after signing 
for an undisclosed fee from Telford 
during the 2018 off-season. 
 
13   Ollie Shenton 
Left boyhood club Stoke City after 16 
years to sign for the Magpies in the 
summer of 2020 after making his 
debut for the Potters in the Premier 
League against Manchester City as a 
17-year-old. The midfielder played 21 
games in the National League North 
last season while on loan at 
Kidderminster. 
 
17  Malakai 
A dynamic midfielder, the 17-year-old 
joined the Magpies’ BTEC Education 
Programme after leaving Bury – was a 
student at Southlands High School in 
Chorley. 
 
23  Cian Spencer-McDermott 
Talented midfielder and product of 
the Magpies’ youth system. Spent an 
extended period of pre-season 
training with the first team.  
Forwards 
 
7  Sean Miller 
Forward who made his senior 
breakthrough in the Welsh Premier 
League after starting his career at 
Chester. Another player with plenty 
of recent National League North 
experience after spending two 
seasons at Curzon Ashton. 
 

9  Harry Cardwell 
Harry signed a permanent deal during 
the summer of 2020 following his 
release from League Two Grimsby 
Town. The tall, imposing centre 
forward’s career began at Hull City 
before a switch to Reading in 2013 
turned into a 2017 move to Blundell 
Park. Scored 25 minutes into his 
original Chorley debut at Aldershot in 
January 2020, before injury curtailed 
his loan spell from the Mariners. 
 
10   Lewis Reilly 
The forward joined the Magpies in 
the summer of 2020 after coming 
through the ranks at Crewe 
Alexandra. Originally showed off his 
goal-scoring talents during loan 
moves to Southern League outfit 
Halesowen Town and National 
League North rivals Curzon Ashton 
before enjoying a spell with Telford in 
2019/20. 
 
15   Oliver Putnam 
Flashy winger/attacking midfielder 
who joined the club’s Player Pathway 
in June. The 19-year-old has enjoyed 
senior football experience with 
Newcastle Town and Hanley Town. 
 
16.   Tyler Garratt 
Left back signed from free agency 
last week after a successful trial 
period. Plenty of EFL experience with 
Bolton Wanderers, Doncaster Rovers 
and AFC Wimbledon. Spent last 
season with Stockport County and 
Wrexham. 
 
22  Sope Awe 
Imposing, quick-footed centre 
forward who’s excelled in the 
Magpies’ under-18s and under-21s 
over the last couple of seasons.  

PEN PICS
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ate Opponents F-A Scorers Pos GK 2 3 4 5 6 7

OCTOBER 

03-Oct-20 H Morpeth Town (FAC2Q) 2-1 "Watson, Newell" ** McMillan Challoner Vassallo Anson Oliver Ali Bainbridge

06-Oct-20 H Hereford 0-0 13 Hanford Oliver Doyle Benjamin Morgan Morgan Bainbridge

10-Oct-20 A Kettering Town P-P to be arranged **

13-Oct-20 H South Shields(FAC3Q) 1-1 OG(Lost 4-2 on pens) ** McMillan Oliver Doyle Benjamin Bainbridge Morgan Woods

17-Oct-20 H Chorley

24-Oct-20 A Blyth Spartans

31-Oct-20 H Boston United 

NOVEMBER 

07-Nov-20 A AFC Telford United

10-Nov-20 H York City

14-Nov-20 H Spennymoor Town

16-Nov-20 A Bradford PA

21-Nov-20 A Gateshead

28-Nov-20 H Alfreton Town  

DECEMBER 

01-Dec-20 H Farsley Celtic

05-Dec-20 FA Trophy

12-Dec-20 A Guiseley

19-Dec-20 FA Trophy

26-Dec-20 H Curzon Ashton

28-Dec-20 A AFC Fylde 

JANUARY 

02-Jan-21 A Curzon Ashton

09-Jan-21 H Darlington

16-Jan-21 A Chester

23-Jan-21 H Leamington

30-Jan-21 A Gloucester City  

FEBRUARY 

06-Feb-21 H Kidderminster Harriers

09-Feb-21 A Brackley Town

13-Feb-21 H Kettering Town

20-Feb-21 A Hereford

27-Feb-21 H Blyth Spartans  

MARCH 

06-Mar-21 A Chorley

13-Mar-21 A York City

20-Mar-21 H AFC Telford United

23-Mar-21 H Bradford PA

27-Mar-21 A Spennymoor Town  

APRIL 

02-Apr-21 H Gateshead

05-Apr-21 A Alfreton Town

10-Apr-21 H Guiseley

13-Apr-21 A Farsley Celtic

17-Apr-21 A Boston United

24-Apr-21 H Brackley Town 

MAY 

01-May-21 H AFC Fylde

03-May-21 A Darlington

08-May-21 H Chester

15-May-21 A Leamington

22-May-21 H Gloucester City

29-May-21 A Kidderminster Harriers  
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8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused Subs Ref  

Woods Morgan Carver Watson Benjamin 4 Newell 8 "Hanford, Doyle, Winnard" D Baines 

Challoner Sampson Newell Carver Watson 10 Vassallo 11 "McMillan, Anson, Woods" B Wyatt 

 

Challoner Sampson Newell Ali Vassallo 7 Anson 5 Carver 10 "Hanford, Watson" R Holmes 
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Position         Name                                  Score        Entry No       SFC 
1                    Stephen Ollerton                398          16                 7 
2                    James Monk                       396          51                 15 
3                    Joe Hampson                      390          46                7 
4                    Ryan Thomas                      388          13                 6 
5                    Stephen Monk 2                 388          74                 14 
6                    Howard Birch                      386          12                7 
7                    Michael Rimmer                 386          45                13 
8                    Mark Rimmer 1                  386          50                13 
9                    Adam Stirling                      386          70                5 
10                  Stephen Monk 1                 384          73                12 
11                  Jason Mobbs                      382          7                   10 
12                  Steve Pearce                       382          11                 5 
13                  Warwick Monk1                  382          18                 12 
14                  Julia Urwin                          382          43                5 
15                  Warwick Monk3                  380          20                13 
16                  George Wysocki                  378           67                13 
17                  Andrew Mawdsley               376           49                1 
18                  John Boyle                           376           53                11 
19                  Warwick Monk 4                 374           21                 1 
20                  Dee Fisher                          374           69                18 
21                  Rob Urwin 1                        372           28                15 
22                  Joe Pickerill                         372           61                 10 
23                  Thomas Mawdsley              372           64                6 
24                  David Prescott                    372           66                4 
25                  Thomas Johnston               370           26                7 
26                  Rob Urwin                           370           27                 6 
27                  Danny Johnston                  370           40                8 
28                  Michael Tomkins                368          31                 3 
29                  Collo                                    368          42                4 
30                  Noel Warham                      366          30                4 
31                  Martin Robinson                 366          39                4 
32                  Joe Kalisczak                      366          41                 13 
33                  Joe Bennett                         366          57                 6 
34                  Peter Severn                       366          62                5 
35                  Stuart Green                       364          1                   6 
36                  Mike Billington                    362          44                5 
37                  Keiron Boyle                        362          60                10 
38                  Warwick Monk 2                 360          19                 11 
39                  Steven Mann                      358          14                 1 
40                  Adrian Read                        358          15                 5 
41                  Rob Urwin 2                        358          29                2 
42                  Peter Prendergast              358          36                5 
43                  Bill Green                            358          63                3 
44                  John Wood                          356          5                   9 
45                  Mark Rimmer 3                  356          55                1 
46                  Greg Monk                          356          58                6 
47                  Elliot Collinson                    356          65                5 
48                  The Budgies                        354          33                9 
49                  Dan Bond                            352          4                   7 
50                  Mark Rimmer 2                  352          54                16 
51                  David Hodgkinson              350          2                   4 
52                  Mattie Herbert                    350          17                 7 
53                  Mark Rimmer 4                  350          56                14 
54                  George Whalley                  350          68                4 
55                  Ann Prendergast                 348          37                 6 
56                  Eva Boyle                            348          59                10 
57                  Michael Hopkins                 344          3                   8 
58                  Mark Ryding                        344          9                   1 
59                  Kathryn Fisher                    344          71                 7 
60                  Gary Hunt                            342          23                2 
61                  Alan Stoker                         342          32                6 
62                  Ash Gilbert                          340          48                3 
63                  Sue Boyle                            340          52                9 
64                  Phil Richards                       338          38                5 
65                  Craig Bromilow                   336          8                   4 
66                  Roger Sellick                       334          25                7 
67                  Sandie Waddie                   332          22                3 
68                  Steve West                          330          6                   6 
69                  Mick Baybutt                       330          24                 2 
70                  Trevor Wall                          328          35                3 
71                  Matt Millin                           328          47                 4 
72                  Gary Oscroft                        328          72                8 
73                  Daisy Wall                           326          34                6 
74                  Tony Harrop                         300          10                 16 
75                  Marie Monk                        278           75                4 
 
 

The 2020-21  

PREDICTION 
LEAGUE
I wasn’t going to do one this 
season because who knows 
what will happen. It could 
become a farce if the first 
scheduled Saturday games are 
anything to go by. But. Such was 
the demand I relented on the 
proviso that it would be free and 
for fun only with just the glory of 
having your name added to the 
illustrious group of winners. 
 

PREVIOUS WINNERS 
2007-08      Paul Aird 
2008-09      Steve Wignall 
2009-10      Phil Carder 
2010-11      Rob Urwin 
2011-12      Sean Armstrong 
2012-13      Charlie Adams 
2013-14      Philippa Preece 
2014-15      Michael Hopkins 
2015-16      Peter Prendergast 
2016-17       Adam Stirling 
2017-18      Stephen Monk 
2018-19      Michael Hopkins 
2019-20      Adam Stirling 
  
Putting the early table in the programme is a bit 
pointless really but, having lost four pages of 
copy, due to the Kettering game being called off I 
had to think of something to fill the pages up 
from somewhere and it’s nice to see who is 
playing along.  



A STREAM 
SCREAM!
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By Rob Urwin
Once upon a time we had fans in our ground and it was 
great to see people enjoying themselves, listening to the 
comments of our supporters, enjoying each others company, 
putting up with the moans and groans and inane 
comments some people come out with, counting how many 
times in a game you hear “Watson Out” and having a 
blooming good time.

I was fortunate in my role in the media 
team to be able to go to every pre-
season game and even though the 
crowds were low the best games were 
those at Nantwich, Warrington, Nelson 
and Ashton when supporters were in 
attendance both home and away. 

We all thought we would be allowed 
spectators into the ground right up until 
ten or so days before the season was 
due to start, alas not, so what do we do? 
We stream the games that’s what we 
do! 

That’s brilliant but who is going to do 
it? Silence is golden. 

We didn’t have a suitable camera in 
fact we had very little of the necessary 
equipment we needed and let’s be 
honest did anyone know exactly what it 
was we needed?! 

It was down to James T and myself to 
try and get things sorted both with very 
little knowledge of what we had to do. 

James very cleverly decided that the 
new camera should be delivered to my 
house for safe keeping…..I realised too 
late it was so I could get it all set up. 

Getting a camera was the first 
obstacle. Every person under the sun 

was after a camera suitable for 
streaming at the same time. We couldn’t 
find one anywhere but the very kind 
people at JVC Kenwood were able to 
loan us a demo camera until the one we 
need came in stock and it was with us 
the next day.  

We are extremely grateful for the help 
and advice of Mick Davison at 
Scarborough who helped us in getting 
set up. A Zoom Call to me at 8am on a 
Saturday morning before he set off to 
watch Scarborough play at FC United 
was most welcome. 

Good to go? Not quite, we had to learn 
how to stream , which platform to use 
which encoder to use, how to set the 
camera up, the settings, the internet 
connections and many more things I 
didn’t have a clue about. 

I watched so many You Tube tutorials 
they were coming out of my ears. They 
were good but aimed at someone who 
had a clue. I didn’t. 

It doesn’t help when a key part was 
missed out of every tutorial I saw. No. 
Not how to switch the camera on, even I 
could work that one out. 

No matter, perseverance was the key 
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and did I persevere and along with James, we 
reached the point of testing at the ground. At first I 
was most concerned about the strength of the 
Internet signal at the ground but by plugging the 
camera directly into the router via an Ethernet cable 
it worked much better and problem number one 
was solved. 

Setting up the camera was actually not as 
frightening as I thought except having to add a code 
into the camera for every game using a tiny 
keyboard on the camera screen which is far too 
small for my chunky and clunky fingers. Cue Julia! 

It’s fair to say I had a few sleepless nights 
worrying about it before we were due to go live for 
real at our first game of the season against 
Morpeth.  

James and Christine had done a lot of work in the 
background setting up a paywall, allocating codes 
to Members and Season Ticket Holders and we 
were all set. 

No matter how many times you test something 
it’s when it goes out for real is the BIG TEST. 

The first time I saw us transmitting live in test 
mode was such a relief. To see us beaming pictures 
live through the website on something we had 
worked so hard to set up gave us all a great sense 
of achievement. I didn’t honestly think I would be 
able to do it but with the help of James and a very 
supportive Julia who was great at getting the 
camera into place etc we had done it. 

Now on to matchday. Someone had the idea of 
holding a Q&A ahead of the game. Not the best idea 
but well intentioned as it would give us a chance to 
test the system live. Holding a socially distanced 
Q&A with one Mic and standing away from the 
people taking part wasn’t perhaps our best idea. 

It went out ok apart from sound issues and me 
switching the camera off far too early. 

My main thing about doing all I do for the club is 
watching the team play and that’s the bit I enjoy the 
most but that first game was so tense leading up to 
Kick Off I was honestly unable to enjoy it. 

2.50 and time to press the button to go live. 
PLEASE work….PLEASE. Here we go. Yessssssss we 
are live as Alan and James Houghton (it is James 
and not me on commentary) get the show on the 
road. 

The sense of pride seeing it going out was 
immense. I had asked if I could sit in the “Sky 
Lounge” to monitor the feed and it worked for the 
full 90 minutes on my laptop without any buffering 
or break ups. The commentary provided by the lads 
was brilliant and we won, although on this occasion 
the stream had taken over my life. James and 
Bethany had added the overlay so we had a 
professional look with scores and times on screen 
for the second half. 

The camera work was good, the picture was 
excellent off a single camera, the commentary was 
professional and very well received. 

We had a few niggles from people trying to watch 
on i-phones and tablets but overall it was a massive 
success and we were all delighted. 

On to the next game and we could sit back and 
relax knowing exactly what was needed and there 
would be no problems at all.  

Famous last words as so many people tried to get 
on via the website at the same time the capacity 
was overloaded which caused a lot of buffering and 
down time. What we couldn’t understand was how 
some people had uninterrupted service including 
our man in Qatar (thanks for the positive feedback 
Mike it meant a lot) my daughter in London’s 
connection was good and she enjoyed the full game 
(she had paid..no freebies from me) we heard 
people up the road enjoying the service 
uninterrupted but there were some struggling to 
view. The decision was taken to go with the second 
half free on our You Tube channel. Controversial as 
those who paid could claim that they could have 
watched for free. Well they couldn’t because 
without those who had paid we wouldn’t have been 
able to provide the second half service in the first 
place. 2004 viewers at peak. 

Brilliant work by Nic and Bethany getting it set up 
on You Tube in record time gave everyone the 
chance to watch free on You Tube. Setting the 
codes up is very fiddly but Bethany remained calm 
as I read them out and she did it in record time. We 
were tempted to ask the ref to delay kick off for 10 
minutes but it wasn’t needed when, just as the 
teams ran out for the second half, we were good to 
go. Phew! 

Plenty of complaints, most of which came from 
Hereford fans with the Southport supporters being 
much more understanding of the pressures we had 
been under in such a short space of time to get 
everything set up. 

It’s being run by volunteers, we had to find 
camera operators, commentators, equipment, and 
technical expertise (loosely use that word in my 
case) in a very short time scale.  

Post Mortems held we asked a lot of questions 
and had some good advice from a number of 
people and went again on Tuesday against South 
Shields. How did that go? By the time you read this 
we will know.  

On a footnote amongst some of the bile coming 
in our direction from Hereford was one from a guy 
who said we should be like Hereford and spend a 
lot of money on decent equipment. I was very 
tempted to remind him that Hereford United went 
bust owing thousands to people around the locality 
and maybe they could use some of the money they 
are now spending to repay businesses that went out 
of business? Tempted but no point provoking Mr 
Angry of Hereford any further. 

The club have made a significant investment to 
get streams up and running, we need the support of 
everyone to keep them going so spread the word.
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FIRST TEAM 2020/21

JACK 
SAMPSON

HOME: Harry & Leighton 
AWAY: Available

01

MARCUS 
CARVER

HOME: Eckersley’s Blinds 
AWAY: Available

02

RUSS 
BENJAMIN

HOME: Mike Corcoran 
AWAY: Available

05

DAVID 
MORGAN

HOME: Danny Johnston 
AWAY: Available

03

MATTY 
CHALLONER

HOME: Rivers Electrical Ltd 
AWAY: Available

04

MO 
ALI

HOME: Damian Stancombe 
AWAY: In Memory of Terry McCumiskey

06

JACK 
DOYLE

HOME: Dr Norman Parkinson 
AWAY: Available

07

MARCUS 
WOOD

HOME: The Jack Carr Lads 
AWAY: Available

08

PLAYER 
SPONSORS
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DEAN 
WINNARD
HOME: Available 

AWAY: Taj Winnard

14

NIALL 
WATSON

HOME: Barron Financial Services 
AWAY: Rob & Julia Urwin

17

JACK 
BAINBRIDGE

HOME: Pinetree Garden Maintenance 
AWAY: Available

15

DYLAN 
VASSALLO
HOME: Available 
AWAY: Available

16

CONNOR 
WOODS

HOME: Liquid & Gas Skelmersdale 
AWAY: Available

10

GEORGE 
NEWELL

HOME: Pinetree Garden Maintenance 
AWAY: Available

09

DAN 
HANFORD

HOME: Oliver Cowan, Bridge Events 
AWAY: Available

13

CHARLIE 
OLIVER

HOME: John Hardisty and 
Scarisbrick National Services Club 

AWAY: Available

11

ADAM 
ANSON

HOME: Ben Carter Electrical 
AWAY: Available

12

LIAM 
WATSON

HOME: Millring Horseboxes 
AWAY: DC Law

18

JON 
McCARTHY

Sponsorship 
Available

19
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Non-league defender and driving instructor 
starred in the team that recently secured 
Somalia’s first World Cup qualifying win. 

Mohamud Ali: From Manchester’s roads to football history with Somalia

Curzon Ashton’s Mohamud Ali, pictured in 
Manchester, says: ‘At the final whistle that’s when we 
started to realise how big an achievement it was.’ 
Photograph: Jon Super/The Guardian 

A hot night in Djibouti City, 5 September, and 
Mohamud Ali is in disbelief at having just written 
himself into Somali history. The former £50-a-day 
factory worker was man of the match as his nation 
beat Zimbabwe 1-0 to record a first World Cup qualifier 
win. Ali is thousands of miles away from his home in 
Manchester, where he plays as a central defender for 
Curzon Ashton of the National League North and his 
day job is a driving instructor. But now the 25-year-old 
is a bona fide national hero. 

Because of the political instability in Somalia, the 
Ocean Stars had to play the “home” leg of this 
Qatar World Cup 2022 first-round qualifier in 

neighbouring Djibouti’s El Hadj Hassan Gouled Aptidon 
Stadium. The match was level until the 87th minute 
when Ahmed Ali, Mohamud’s brother and Somalia’s 
captain, floated a cross from the left and Anwar 
Shakunda headed past Elvis Chipezeze. 

At the final whistle Ali and his teammates sank to 
the turf in contemplation of what they had achieved. 
Somalia had lost their previous 
19 matches across eight years. 
The sequence was broken with 
seven debutants against a side 
ranked 90 places higher who 
made the last Africa Cup of 
Nations finals, a competition in 
which Somalia are unable to 
participate because of their 
limited resources. 

MO ALI 

Now a Southport player, this article reproduced With Kind permission  
from The Guardian Newspaper tells the Mo Ali story 
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Somalia celebrate their victory over Zimbabwe in 

Dijibouti. Photograph: @SomaliFA 
In a coffee house on Manchester’s Stretford Road, 

Ali’s eyes light up. “Before we weren’t thinking about 
our record, we were thinking about giving a good 
account of ourselves and get the win,” he says. “At the 
final whistle, that’s when we started to realise how big 
an achievement it was. I was celebrating on the pitch, 
me and my brother being able to celebrate together 
was amazing. 

“Then going back to the hotel in the team bus with 
music playing, everyone dancing. As soon as you get to 
the hotel you turned the wifi on and the phone was 
booming. All night you’re speaking to family back 
home.” Ali believes Zimbabwe underestimated a young 
XI that was a mix of diaspora – a consequence of the 
troubles at home – and Somaliabased players. Ahmed 
Ail was then at Doha’s Pearl FC but is now back in 
Manchester and a free agent. The match-winner, 
Anwar, making his debut, is at Elman FC in Somalia’s 
capital, Mogadishu. 

Ali says: “We all just met there and then. Some of 
the players flew out one day or two days before the 
game. Some were there already there in the training 
camp in Djibouti. We arrived at the stadium at the 
same time as Zimbabwe and could see by the way they 
were getting off the bus singing, dancing, that they 
were underestimating us.” 

Ali’s journey began in the Netherlands after his 
family fled their country during the civil war that ran 
from 1991-2006. “My parents are Somalian but I was 
born and raised in Netherlands,” he says. “I’ve got two 
older siblings who were born in Somalia but there was 
a war going so we had to leave and we decided to go to 
Holland. I played there for a season semi-pro, made my 
first-team debut for Alphense Boys,” he says of the club 
located in Alphen aan den Rijn in the western 
Netherlands. “Then we came to Manchester seven 
years ago, when I was 18.” 

Ali talks of a drive to better himself. “The first six 
months I wasn’t playing, it was very tough,” he says. 
“Then I signed for Northwich Victoria and in my second 
season had my debut for Somalia – in 2015, against 
Niger. But when I came back I struggled to get back 
into the team. Then the manager [Jim Gannon] left for 
Stockport County and you know how it goes with 

football. So at the end of that season I signed for 
Glossop North End.” 

Ali also faced a fight to find employment. “The 
qualifications I had back home, I couldn’t transfer 
them so I had to do GCSEs, start all over again. I was at 
college and I decided to try and just get a job and play 
football, so I started working at a factory for a guy I 
know and playing non-league. I was packing and 
sending stuff out for £50 a day. 

“I was only working on Sundays initially and getting 
paid from football as well, so I had £150 a week. It 
wasn’t a lot but I was living at home with my parents. I 
was going to the gym nearly every day, trying to get 
higher up the ladder. Then one of my friends, who owns 
a driving school, said: ‘I’ve got this opportunity for you. 
Are you interested?’ I’m thinking: ‘I’m only getting one 
day a week at the factory, I’ve nothing to lose,’ and I 
was trying to pursue a career in football and it’s quite a 
flexible job.” 

Mohamud Ali played for Curzon Ashton one day after 
returning from the qualifier with 
Somalia. Photograph: Jon 
Super/The Guardian 

Four years on Ali remains 
content. “I still enjoy what I’m 
doing but at this time I’m 
focusing more on football,” he 
says. 

After the victory against 
Zimbabwe there was a harsh 
return to reality. “I came back on 
the Friday and on Saturday we had a game but I didn’t 
expect to be playing,” he says. “I was knackered and 
we got beat 4-0 but I got man of the match. 

“I then rested, saw my family but on my second day 
back working I had a new client, who said: ‘Are you a 
footballer?’ I said: ‘I literally just came back from 
international duty. I play for Somalia.’ And he knew the 
captain from Zimbabwe, Alec Mudimu, who lives in 
Manchester. 

“He goes: ‘You played against Alec? I was watching 
the game. I can’t believe my driving instructor is a 
footballer.’ It was funny. Other students messaged me 
while I was there saying: ‘Amazing, I’ve seen you on the 
BBC, congratulations.’ 

“That was nice. You realise how big your 
achievement was. It was massive and people back 
home are saying you are a legend. I’ve never been to 
Somalia but I know if I do go I’d be welcome. I’ve got 
family that have moved back and they’re saying it’s fine 
but we hear stories of suicide attacks, bombings, stuff 
like that so I wouldn’t go back just yet myself. 

“My mum was so proud – speaking to me and my 
brother after the game. Honestly, they’ve made a lot of 
sacrifices leaving Somalia to give us a better life and to 
be able to celebrate this with my family was sweet.” 

Somalia lost the return leg 3-1 in Zimbabwe, 
conceding two late goals, and so were knocked out. 
But Ali can always be proud of his role in a moment 
that will remembered for a long time in his country. 
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SOUTHPORTFCWOMEN

Results So Far & Upcoming Fixtures 

Date                          Opponent                                                     Venue          Result         Scorer(s) 
02/08/2020           Boltonian Ladies                                          Away            1-4              Redford 
16/08/2020           Nelson Ladies                                              Away            0-4                
02/09/2020           BRNESC Ladies                                            Away            5-5              Bibby (2), Norcross, Ross, Brookfield 
06/09/2020           Liverpool Feds Development                      Home           8-2              Brookfield (3), Norcross (2), Hassall, Ross, Davies 
20/09/2020           BRNESC Ladies                                            Away            4-1              Ashe-Wright (2), Bibby, Norcross 
27/09/2020           Tranmere Rovers Ladies Reserves             Home           2-4              Ashe-Wright, Norcross (pen) 
11/10/2020           Ashton Town Ladies                                     Home            P-P               
18/10/2020           Alder Ladies                                                 Away             2pm             
25/10/2020           Wirral Phoenix Ladies                                  Home            2pm  

  The Squad 

Squad        Player Name                                           Position                                 20/21 Apps                    Goals 
1                Tamika Hunter-Barnett                           Goalkeeper                           2                                      0 
2                Tanya Leedham                                      Defender/Midfield               2                                      0 
3                Jessica Grimes                                       Midfield                                0                                      0 
4                Natasha Leadbetter                               Defender/Midfield               2                                      0 
5                Alexandra Capp                                      Defender                              2                                      0 
6                Rebecca Redford                                    Midfield/Defender               2                                      0 
7                Sophie Birnie                                          Midfield                                2                                      0 
8                Georgia Davies                                       Midfield                                1                                      0 
9                Jessica Hassall                                       Striker                                   1                                      0 
10              Hannah Brookfield                                 Midfield/Striker                    2                                      0 
11              Sophie Speariett                                     Defender/Midfield/Striker  1                                      0 
12              Tessa Bruce                                            Defender/Midfield               0                                      0 
13              Eva Boyle                                                 Goalkeeper                           0                                      0 
14              Megan Hyland                                        Midfield                                0                                      0 
15              Hayley Sharrock                                      Defender/Midfield               2                                      0 
16              Kara Gregory                                           Defender/Midfield               1                                      0 
17              Emily Norcross                                        Midfield                                2                                      2 
18              Megan Birchall                                        Defender                              2                                      0 
19              Jessica Ashe-Wright                               Defender/Midfield/Striker  2                                      3 
20              Charlotte Ross                                        Striker                                   2                                      0 
21              Laura Ashcroft                                        Defender/Midfield               0                                      0 
22              Gayna Eeles                                            Defender                              0                                      0 
23              Ashleigh Bibby                                        Striker                                   2                                      1 
24              Katie Edwards                                        Defender                              1                                      0 
25              Elisabeth Nilsen Halvorsen                    Striker                                   0                                      0 
 





“THANK YOU  
TO OUR  
SHIRT  

SPONSORS”
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ROLL CALL
PLAYER

APPEARANCES & SCORERS 2020/21 
 
Player Minutes Lge Lge Cup Cup Lge Lge Cup Total Career Total Assists  

Played 19/20 19/20 19/20 19/20 Goals Total Goals Goals Cup Career 
Apps Sub Apps Sub 19/20 Goals 19/20 19/20 Goals Goals 

Mo Ali90 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Adam Anson 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1  

Jack Bainbridge 90 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Russell Benjamin 90 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 2  

Marcus Carver 76 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Matty Challoner 90 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Jack Doyle 90 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1  

Dan Hanford 90 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Tony McMillan 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

David Morgan 90 1 0 2 0 0 18 0 0 3 21  

George Newell 63 1 0 1 1 0 4 1 1 3 7  

Charlie Oliver 90 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Jack Sampson 90 1 0 1 0 0 25 0 0 8 33  

Dylan Vassallo 14 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0  

Niall Watson 27 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1  

Dean Winnard 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 4  

Marcus Wood 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1  

Connor Woods 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 3  

Own Goals 1  

Total 990 11 2 22 5 0 52 3 2 22 74 2 0 



SOUTHPORTSTATS
LEAGUE TABLE 2020/21

P W D L F A W D L F A GS GA GD PTS H Att A Att.     

1 Gloucester City 2 1 0 0 3 1 1 0 0 2 1 5 2 3 6  

2 Chester 2 1 0 0 3 2 1 0 0 2 1 5 3 2 6  

3 AFC Fylde 2 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 2 0 2 6  

4 AFC Telford 2 1 0 0 3 0 0 1 0 1 1 4 1 3 4  

5 York City 2 1 0 0 3 1 0 1 0 1 1 4 2 2 4  

6 Spennymoor 2 1 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 1 1 3 2 1 4  

7 Boston United 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 4 0 4 3  

8 Guiseley 1 1 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 4 3  

9 Kidderminster Harriers 2 0 0 1 1 2 1 0 0 3 1 4 3 1 3  

10 Gateshead 2 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 2 1 2 2 0 3  

11 Curzon Ashton 2 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 2 2 3 3 0 2  

12 Alfreton Town 2 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 2 0 2  

13 Hereford 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0-0  

14 Southport 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1  

15 Farsley Celtic 2 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 2 2 3 -1 1  

16 Brackley Town 2 0 1 0 2 2 0 0 1 0 3 2 5 -3 1  

17 Blyth Spartans 2 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 4 1 5 -4 1  

18 Bradford Park Avenue 1 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 -1 0  

19 Kettering 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 3 1 3 -2 0 P-P 

20 Chorley 2 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 1 1 3 2 5 -3 0  

21 Darlington 2 0 0 1 1 3 0 0 1 0 1 1 4 -3 0  

22 Leamington 2 0 0 1 0 4 0 0 1 2 3 2 7 -5 0  

38 7 6 6 29 25 6 6 7 25 29 54 0

  10-OCTOBER HOME     AWAY        

LEAGUE MATCH STATS
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DAVID FRODSHAM

Then as September gave way to 
October two fixtures against 
London clubs resulted in a home 
victory over Crystal Palace and 
against all expectations a draw 
achieved before over 18000 
spectators in the Lions Den 
against the League Leaders. A 
draw which in all truth should have 
been our first away win since 
March 22nd 1958, a run of 35 
games. We were destined to wait 
until March 19th 1960 until the 
spell was broken at Oldham's 
Boundary Park. An attendance of 
4210 had seen us defeat Palace 
2-1, thanks to a brace from Eddie 
Moss. He would end the season as 
top scorer with 12 goals. He would 
repeat his goal scoring with 2 more 
against Exeter City two weeks 
later.  

Any Southport supporter arriving 
at the Den on the evening of 
Monday October 5th and buoyed 
up by his team's win over Palace 
would have been dismayed at 
glancing at the League table 
printed in the programme which 
proclaimed in large capital letters 
that MILLWALL were top and 
Southport were bottom. It was out 
of date!  

Club Notes did sound a warning 
to home fans which proved to be 
prophetic as follows -  'Hello friends 

from Southport we remember your 
visit to The Den last season. We 
were situated near the top and 
fighting for promotion, while you 
were at the bottom having to stave 
off an application for re-election. 
Yet you managed to take away a 
very valuable point from us. Almost 
exactly the same situation exists 
to-day.' We came so close to 
inflicting on Millwall their first 
defeat of the season. We were 2 
goals ahead at half time from 
Peter Harrison and Johnny Clayton. 
The Lions equalised to make the 
result 2-2 in the eighty-eighth 
minute thus just about preserving 
their undefeated record. 

Sixty-one years ago today Exeter 
City paid only their second ever 
visit to Haig Avenue.  

They had won here earlier in the 
year, on April 28th the last game of 
the previous season when a 
second half goal produced a 1 goal 
win. That took Exeter into a 
promotion place but 2 days 
afterwards Shrewsbury Town 
completed their season with a 
victory and snatched the 
promotion prize off them. We 
inflicted a ninth defeat of the 
season on the Devon side by 
winning 3-2 our third successive 
home win. It was all looking a good 
deal brighter and 4000 spectators 

went home happy. Some no doubt 
to meet their friends at the 
Gerardo Express Tea and Coffee 
Bar next to the Trocadero Cinema 
which advertised in the 
programme that it had a 
Continental Atmosphere. And 
afterwards, perhaps to one of the 
town's 7 Cinemas. The 'Troc' was 
showing a double feature 'Tank 
Commando' and 'The Headless 
Ghost' while the two films at the 
Gaumont were 'Upstairs and 
Downstairs' and the better known 
'Ill met by Moonlight. Probably 
showing these days on Talking 
Pictures. 

Saturday October 17 1959  
The opening eleven games of season 1959/60, our 
second season in Division 4, were to say the least 
disappointing. The games produced just 6 points from   
1 win and 4 draws. 

ON THIS 
DAY
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LAST 
WORD

I was looking forward to a trip to Burton Latimer last 
Saturday to cover the game against Kettering for the 
Media Team. New ground and not that bad a journey 
on a Saturday. 

It was not to be and more than likely it won’t be 
the last time we suffer a late COVID postponement 
this season and it did set me off wondering just 
how far we will get into the season. It is bad 
enough not having fans in but if there are too many 
postponements you do wonder if the league will be 
viable and meaningful. As I type we are awaiting 
news on what further restrictions could be brought 
in. 

It now means we have a midweek trip and with 
overnight stays not advisable it will have to go on 
the one to miss list as will many midweek games 
that involve long distance travel or an overnight 
stay. 

The nonsense of what is going on was brought to 
us by the Tranmere Rovers statement on Saturday 
evening. I am no great lover of Tranmere but this is 
simply ludicrous and well worth highlighting. 

An extract from the Tranmere statement who 
were threatened with a 15 point deduction for 
failing to fulfil a fixture. 

“We feel it is unfortunate that by doing the right 
thing by our players and requiring them to isolate if 
they may potentially have been exposed to the 
virus, we have had to field a play with a very 
depleted squad.  

We have a concern that this may encourage 
others not to test players, or not to adhere strictly 
to the self isolation rules. We would welcome the 
opportunity to have a dialogue with the EFL and 
other clubs about the need for some very clear 
guidance regarding an issue which is not going 
away any time soon.  

It does not feel right that clubs who may find 
themselves in Covid hotspots may be put at a 
competitive disadvantage when virus-related 
absences are not as a result of them breaching the 
very strict protocols in place for player welfare. 

It also seems inconsistent to us that if a football 
club has three or more players called up for 
international duty, they can postpone a fixture, 
however, the same does not apply when a club's 
playing squad is impacted by Covid-19” 

Food for thought. Our game was called off as 
Kettering players were waiting on test results after 
being in contact with people with COVID. 

I’m not enjoying football without fans both live 
and for the televised games, it just isn’t the same. 

 
 

Rob

The
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SOUTHPORT CHORLEY
MANAGER Liam Watson MANAGER Jamie Vermiglio

MATCH OFFICIALS 
REFEREE Richard Aspinall 

ASSISTANT REFEREE Darren Brown 
ASSISTANT REFEREE Simon Kells

NEXT UP 
Saturday October 31st  
BOSTON UNITED  
Kick Off 3.00pm

/SouthportFC @southport_fcsouthportfc.net


