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Welcome to The Pure 
Stadium for today’s 
game against the 
early league leaders 
Guiseley who come 
here on the back of 
two excellent wins, 3-
0 at home against 
King’s Lynn and a 
whopping 5-0 away at 
local rivals Bradford 
Park Avenue. It’s fair 
to say they come here 
in form!     

We have 
started the 
season with two 
0-0’s in games 
we should have 
won 
comfortably. I 
am reliably 
informed that 
there has been 
one shot on 
target against us 
in 180 minutes of 
football whilst 
we have 
registered 15 goal attempts of 
which 7 have been on target. 
The wayward finishing on 
Tuesday cost us but we played 
well and we were creating the 
chances that on another day 
would have gone in. It was not 
to be. I have been happy with 
the performance in both the 
opening games we just need to 
add the goals and they will 
come. 

A lot has gone on at the club 
this summer and it’s been a 
great team effort to get us to 
where we are. The ground was 

looking in fantastic condition 
on Tuesday. When you look 
around the place when the sun 
is shining it is a special place. 
The pitch work has been 
nothing short of a miracle 
given the adverse weather we 
have had. It rained when we 
wanted it dry and it was dry 
when we needed rain but 
everyone has worked so hard to 
prepare the pitch ready for 
action. 

The new ground sponsors 
sign and the crowd shot 
outside the ground look 
brilliant and it’s great to see 
everyone working together as 
one to move the club forward. 

I have a good 
squad of players 
here this season, 
it’s my group 
now and they 
know what to 
expect and both 
on and off the 
pitch they are 
gelling well and 
that is vitally 
important to any 
successful team.  

We had a 
cracking gate 

here on Tuesday with 1120 in 
attendance, thank you for your 
support and thanks for coming 
today. 

We are on the road next 
week with trips to Farsley and 
Darlington and it will be great 
to see as many of you there as 
can travel.  

Liam 
 

Managers notes sponsored by  

MANAGERS

NOTES
SOUTHPORT  

FOOTBALL CLUB 
The Pure Stadium, Haig Avenue, 

Southport, PR8 6JZ 
Tel: 01704-533422   
Fax: 01704-533455 

Website: www.southportfc.net 
Twitter: @southport_fc  

 
Directors: Ian Kyle, Liam Watson &  

Steven Porter  
In accordance with paragraph 2.13 of rules of The 
National League, the Club makes the following 
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Southport Football Club is a Company, limited by 
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Secretary: James Tedford 01704-533422 
secretary@southportfc.net 
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It’s my turn for the Boardroom notes this 
afternoon and I’d like to start by saying 
what a great privilege it is to be back 
serving as a board member at our football 
club. I was delighted to be asked to be a 
part of the board again before Phil left 
and had no hesitation in accepting the 
offer.      

I can honestly say there has been an 
awful lot happen in the years I have been 
involved at the club and many many 
changes along the way. 

One thing we all have to remember 
though is this is our football club and it’s 
important that we all pull together in the 
same direction, help out where we can and 
promote the club in a positive way around 
the town. 

I’ve seen a lot of ups and downs here at 
the club since I became a director in the 
early 90’s had some great memories and 
worked alongside some great people.  

I’ll still be getting my hands dirty doing 
some of the ground maintenance so my 
welder won’t be put away for a few years just 
yet. 

We have such a great group of volunteers 
here at Southport Football Club, the place 
couldn’t function without them. 

As the season goes on I will be looking 
back over some of the people I have worked 
alongside and telling a few stories from 
behind the scenes at the club. You will laugh, 
cry and hopefully enjoy the memories. 

It’s not all about the past. With Ian and 
Liam I hope we can move the club forward in 
a direction everyone can support. I am at the 
ground on a regular basis and always willing 
to listen to thoughts and ideas anyone may 
have so stop and have a chat when you see 
me. 

Get on board with us here at the club and 
let’s work together for OUR Club 

Steve 

WITH DIRECTOR STEVE PORTER

BOARDROOM BRIEF

That’s me at the front with the jacket and tie. I’d love to see more pictures 
 like this as friends, families, sponsors, advertisers etc etc etc come together  

to take up our fantastic sponsorship packages here at the club. 



It was a long trip first up and to come 
away from Gateshead with a point was a 
satisfying result albeit it was a game we 
looked back on thinking we could have 
won. Thanks to everyone who made the 
long trip, the 88 who looked a bit lost in 
the massive stand at The International 
Stadium but we knew you were there, a 
great stadium but not the best to play 
football in. The lads do appreciate the 
lengths people go to to get to our 
matches and the costs involved with the 
travel, entry and food 

It was even better to get back on 
home turf on Tuesday having not had the 
chance to play here during the pre-
season matches because of the pitch 
work being carried out.  

The new lads in the dressing room 
have all settled in well and been made to 
feel welcome by everyone, we have a 
great dressing room here at the club so 
nobody ever feels left out and hopefully 
everybody feels very comfortable. 

One thing you do find in football 

particularly at this regional level is 
everyone knows somebody they have 
played with at one club or another, it’s a 
relatively small circle so you can usually 
find someone you know in the dressing 
room. 

  First centre circle handshake of the 
new campaign, it’s great to be captain of 
Southport and a responsibility I take very 
seriously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morgs 
(Sponsored By  

Pinetree Garden Maintenance)

Hi everyone and thanks for 
coming to the game today. 
It was great to get back in 
action last Saturday after 
the grind of pre-season. 

Captains 

Corner
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Don’t forget if there is anything you want to ask me drop  
Rob an e-mail and we will get it answered in the next available  

edition of The Sandgrounder
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TODAY’S MATCH SPONSORS ARE 
PREMIER WEALTH MANAGEMENT. 
 
Thanks to Adrian Shandley for his ongoing to Southport 
Football Club.  Premier Wealth Management is a firm of 
chartered independent financial advisers based in Southport. 
Their specialist team provide expert advice on creating and 
managing investment portfolios. 

They can be contacted from 0345 6077300 or email on 
enquiries@premierwealth.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adrian (pictured) has also very kindly sponsored our 
dugouts this season. 

 
 We have some remaining VIP PACKAGES for our games over 
the 2019/20 season with the prices at £35pp or £300 for a table 
of 10, Book direct through me on 07809489370 or email me at 
commercial@southportfc.net 
 
The club still have some limited commercial opportunities. 
Anyone interested in promoting their business at the club or 
sponsoring a player?  Please get in touch if you require a 
meeting. 

01704 533422 – option 2 or direct on 07809-489370 or email 
me at commercial@southportfc.net 

PINETREE GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE STAND 
 
A massive thank you to Paul Newnham who has very kindly 
sponsored the Popular Terrace which is now known as the 
Pinetree Garden Maintenance Stand. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As well as this sponsorship Paul has also taken out the 

sponsorship of three players and has an advertising board at 
the ground showing his massive commitment to the club. 
Great to see him supporting the lads at Gateshead as well. 

 

FLOODLIGHT SPONSORS 
Thank You DC Law 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01704 533422  OPT 2  
or Direct on 07809489370 or email me at commercial@southportfc.net

Welcome back to The Pure Stadium for our 
today’s game against Guiseley AFC. 
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DC Law are delighted to announce their 
continued support for Southport 
Football club with a sponsorship 
agreement for the 2019/20 season. 

DC Law will sponsor the floodlights 
and the backs of the first team 
tracksuits as well as some other 
initiatives including sponsorship of 
manager Liam Watson and score 
updates across the social media 
platforms. Look out for the DC Law 
brand online and around the ground. 

 With an office based on Southport 
Business Park close to Haig Avenue, DC 
Law who employ in the region of 200 
staff in their Southport office are a firm 
of Specialist Property Lawyers and form 
part of the Simplify group of companies. 
DC Law are currently recruiting for a 
range of different roles in their business, 
for more information head to 
www.dclaw.co.uk/careers 

Speaking about the partnership Client 
Relationship Manager and lifelong 
Southport fan Callum Hudson “We are 
once again proud to show our support 
and strengthen our partnership with the 
football club. I would urge other local 
businesses to get involved. Also a big 
thank you to Steven Brown for putting 
this deal together. I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish Liam (Watson), 
his staff and playing squad all the best 
for the coming season. We look forward 
to visiting Haig Ave and getting behind 
the team. 

“COME ON YOU YELLOWS!” 
 

Thank you to Callum  
and everyone at DC Law for  

their continued support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If any supporters are  
moving home contact DC Law on  

01704 511300  
email sales@dclaw.co.uk 
or visit www.dclaw.co.uk 

  
Steve Brown 

Commercial Director  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Director Ian Kyle said, “ We are over the moon to 

have secured this deal with Phil and the Pure 
Business Group for the next three years. Merseyrail 
expressed to us a desire to continue their 
relationship with the Club, but in a more community 
based manner, details of which will be announced in 
due course. Despite having already provided so 
much financial support to the Club, Phil 
immediately stepped in to offer to take over the 
sponsorship of the stadium. Even despite the 
Huddersfield opportunity materialising, he always 
made clear to us that it was his intention to honour 
that agreement, knowing of course the importance 
of this to the Club. We cannot thank him and Pure 
enough for this as such sponsorships are the 

bedrock upon which the Club survives and indeed 
looks to progress further. Phil will always be a very 
welcome visitor back to The Pure Stadium whenever 
his Huddersfield obligations allow him the 
opportunity to.” 

PURE Business Group CEO, Phil Hodgkinson said, 
“I am delighted to be able to continue my 
association with Southport Football Club in some 
way,  by agreeing to this club record sponsorship 
deal of the Stadium, nobody, least of all myself, 
expected that I would not be on the Board of 
Directors at Southport FC come the start of this 
season, however, the opportunity to acquire my 
boyhood team Huddersfield Town was one I could 
not turn down. Southport FC will always be the next 
result I look for, and I wish Ian , Steve , Liam and 
everybody associated with the club, the very best for 
this season and every season thereafter” 

Everybody associated with Southport FC would 
like to express their upmost thanks to Phil and 
everyone at Pure and we are excited at this new 
relationship which will hopefully prove extremely 
successful to both Southport and Pure in the three 
years to come. 

We are delighted to announce that a three year sponsorship 
deal has been agreed between Pure Business Group and 
Southport FC in respect of the Stadium naming rights. The 
Merseyrail Community Stadium will now be known for at 
least the next three years as “The Pure Stadium”.

NEW STADIUM 
SPONSORS
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Here we go! Nine months of twists and turns, 
shocks and surprises and everything in between 
is about to start all over again! 

It seems pre-season has raced by during this 
sweltering summer and we’re now set for the big 
season opener. 

There is a few changes for the 2019-20 season as 
part of The FA’s National League System 
restructuring, working towards a ‘Pure Pyramid’ for 
the 2020-21 season of 1-2-4-8-16-17. 

One interesting law being introduced across all 
levels of grassroots football is temporary dismissals 
also known as 'sin bins'. Players dissent will result in 
10-minute temporary dismissals from the pitch. 

The mandatory rule change will be implemented 
up to Step 5 and Tier 3 and below in women's 
football. 

Perhaps the main headline in terms of promotion 
and relegation this season is there won’t be Super 
Play-offs at Step 3. Last season the four play-off 
winners faced off in two one-off finals for a place at 
Step 2. 

This year, only the bottom two in the National 
League North and South with be relegated which 
allows for the four champions and four play-off 
winners at Step 3 to be promoted. This is because 
from the 2020-21 season, Step 2 will be increasing 
from 22 clubs to 24, with four teams being relegated 
from each division. 

Relegation from Step 3 this season will see two 
teams go down from each division along with two 
third bottom clubs with the worst points-per-game 
ratio. 

This means, at Step 4, the seven champions and 
seven play-off winners will all be promoted. There is 
an eighth Step 4 division being introduced for the 
2020-21 season and that will be run by the Northern 
Premier League – addressing some of the travelling 
challenges in the north of the country. 

There will be 24 clubs promoted from Step 5 to 4. 
The 14 champions across Step 5 will go up, with 
second and third place in the North West Counties, 
Northern League and Northern Counties East also 
automatically promoted.  

The remaining 11 second-place clubs will then be 
ranked on points-per-game and the four highest will 
be promoted. 

With the remaining seven second-placed clubs – a 
one-season scenario – will play-off with the seven 
bottom-placed clubs at Step 4 for a winner-takes-all 
game. 

There will be 76 clubs from Step 6 promoted to 
Step 5 – two clubs from each of the two South West 
Peninsula divisions and the top four from all other 
Step 6 divisions. The bottom two clubs in each of the 
20 divisions are liable to relegation. 

From 2020-21, Step 5 will increase from 14 
divisions to 16 and Step 6 will reduce from 20 to 17. 
The United Counties League and Combined Counties 
Leagues have been awarded an additional Step 5 
division each. 

The West Midlands Regional and East Midlands 
Counties are due to lose their Step 6 status. The 
clubs within those divisions will remain at Step 6 
subject to promotion and relegation on completion 
of the 2019-20 season. The Hellenic League will have 
its current two Step 6 divisions reduced to one which 
avoids operating with two divisions that are 
undersubscribed. Step 7 is also being aligned with 
County FAs to become the “pinnacle of county 
football”. 

So there you have it! Plenty of change for this 
season and beyond as the FA works towards a better 
Non-League structure.  

All the best for the season ahead and enjoy! 
 

By David Richardson 







SOUTHPORT’S 

NEW PITCH
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Work Starts It's Coming Up Ok

Not A Bad Days Work Drains & Sprinklers Go In

A Mud Bath After Days Of Torrential Rain Seeding
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The Sprinklers Work We Have Grass

Stil a Bit to Go...are we getting woried Never In Doubt

Wow Some Of The Regulars Watch The Grass Grow 



GUISELEY AFC
We welcome Guiseley to The Pure Stadium this afternoon 
and hope you have an enjoyable stay in Southport.

VISITORS

Guiseley opened the season with a fine 3-0 win 
against newcomers King’s Lynn Town. Jamie Spencer 
with two and Aaron Martin being the scorers in front 
of 671 spectators. 

It’s the eighth meeting of the sides and it couldn’t 
be more even with three wins each with Southport 
just ahead on goal difference with 8 For and 7 Against. 

Last season saw The Sandgrounders do a 1-0, Jack 
Sampson double. 

 
ON THE ROAD IN 2018-19 
AFC Telford                               D                 1-1             900 
Alfreton Town                         W               0-1           634 
Altrincham                               D                 1-1             1149 
Ashton United                         L                  1-0           218 
Blyth Spartans                         L                  2-0           915 
Boston United                         L                  1-0           1231 
Brackley Town                          L                  2-0           585 
Bradford PA                              W               1-2            665 
Chester                                      D                 1-1             1759 
Chorley                                      L                  3-0           1314 
Curzon Ashton                        L                  1-0           271 
Darlington                                D                 0-0          1307 
FC United                                  D                 3-3           1775 
Hereford                                    L                  1-0           2261 
Kidderminster Harriers         W               1-2            1354 
Leamington                              D                 2-2           485 
Nuneaton                                  W               1-3            872 
Southport                                 L                  1-0           701 
Spennymoor                            L                  3-2           603 
Stockport County                   D                 1-1             2923 
York City                                    L                  4-2           2331 
  
LINKS 
The biggest link between the clubs was of course 
Steve Dickinson who has been a legend at both clubs. 
Steve is no longer involved at Guiseley but still lives 
across the road from the ground and turns out 
regularly for Guiseley Cricket Club which is next door 
to the football ground. 

The current link is  Andrai Jones who is in the 
Guiseley squad. Andrai made 52 league appearances 
for Southport with 12 as sub and scored 5 goals 
between August 2015 and April 2017. 

RECENTLY 
The Board appointed Guiseley’s first ever joint 
manager team for the start of the 2018-19 season 
when they installed former Solihull and Chester 
manager Marcus Bignott and former Alfreton Town 
manager Russ O’Neill, with former England C striker 
Paul Clayton as their assistant. 

They had a tough first season in the league as much 
of their time was spent trying to move on Paul Cox’s 
highly paid players who were on long contracts. 

The new management team endeared themselves 
to the fans with their all-out efforts for the club. 

The FA Cup provided some light relief, joyous 
moments and much needed funds for the club. 

A 4-0 win at Staveley MW, which included a hat-
trick for Kingsley James, was followed by a trip to 
Cleethorpes and after a 2-2 draw Guiseley went 
through 2-1 at home to meet Cambridge United in the 
First Round Proper on Remembrance Sunday. In front 
of 1,097 people Guiseley performed magnificently and 
won 4-1. 

This brought a second successive appearance in the 
Second Round with Joey Barton bringing his Fleetwood 
Town side to Nethermoor in front of the TV cameras. 

Guiseley were unlucky to lose out 2-1 in front of a 
crowd of 2,324 with Alex Purver netting their goal. 

The end of the 2018-19 season saw a big clear out at 
the club and an influx of young and hungry players 
came in, some from Guiseley’s own very successful 
Academy. 

The squad lined up with nine teenagers in it and 17 
of the 22 players under 23 as Bignot and O’Neill 
banked on youth with a sprinkling of experienced 
players. 

 
WHAT ABOUT THE TOWN? 
Guiseley is home to The Wetherby Whaler which sits 
on the site of the very first Harry Ramsden’s Fish & 
Chip Shop. It’s only a five minute walk from the 
ground and well worth a visit for those who enjoy a 
good Fish & Chip meal. 
 
FROM THE TOWN 
Harry Corbett, known for his children's television 
glove puppet character Sooty stage act, lived with his 
parents, who owned a fish and chip shop on 
Springfield Road in the town. Tasmin Archer, whose 
co-written song "Sleeping Satellite" reached number 
one in the UK charts, and Maurice Lee of The 
Grumbleweeds all lived in the town.  
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                                   HISTORY  
IN THE HOT SEAT (S) 
Guiseley are under the joint managership of Marcus 
Bignot & Russ O’Neill 

Marcus Bignot is one half 
of Guiseley’s management 
team and he has extensive 
experience of working at this 
level on limited resources 
and being successful at the 
same time. Both he and Russ 
O’Neill have won the division 
before. Marcus, 44, enjoyed 
an extensive playing career 
with over 600 appearances, 
most notably with QPR and 
Crewe Alexandra in the EFL Championship. His first 
managerial appointment came in July 2011 with Solihull 
Moors and his five-year tenure at the club was a great 
success as he built a reputation for developing players, 
improving playing squads on limited resources, as well as 
identifying and recruiting young talent, particularly with 
the signing and selling of Omar Bogle to Grimsby Town. 

In these tough times Marcus has gained many 
admirers within football for the way he managed the 
situation and maintained his principles. At the same time 
he gave opportunities to several young players who are 
now attracting interest from the Football League. He left 
Chester FC in April 2018 and joined Guiseley in the 
summer of 2018. In the daytime he runs Solihull College 
Academy. 

 
RUSS O’NEILL 
Guiseley’s Board had been 
long term admirers of the 
work O’Neill did in his ten 
years at Alfreton Town, along 
with Nicky Law, in gaining 
promotion to the Premier 
Division and to the brink of 
League football at their peak. 
His ability to identify 
potential and work with 
them to improve their game 
and turn them into an integral part of a team is as 
invaluable to Guiseley as it was at Alfreton.  

The fact that he was at that club for 10 years says 
everything, not only about the great job he did but also 
about his loyalty and character. O’Neill left Alfreton 
Town to make way for a new investor and manager 
combination after the club had given him and Law a 
testimonial to say thank you for the most successful ten 
years in the club’s history. Since leaving Alfreton O’Neill, 
a joiner by trade, had been working for Burnley FC in 
recruitment and on several occasions turned down the 
opportunity to go back into management until Guiseley 
came calling in the Summer of 2018.
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Andrai Jones



  PEN PICS

DYLAN BARKERS 
Midfield - Guiseley welcomed young 
midfielder Dylan Barkers as a loan player 
last season but now the 18 year-old, well-
known to Marcus Bignot having come 
through the Academy at Solihull College, 
has signed full time for the club. The 6ft 4in 
Barkers spent some time last season on 
loan at Highgate United FC and Sutton 
Coldfield Town after signing a first team 
contract at Solihull Moors. His spell at 
Nethermoor drew interest from 
Premiership clubs which saw him go into 
Leicester City at the back end of last 
season.  
 
HAMZA BENCHERIF 
Centre-Back - Guiseley AFC signed well-
travelled centre-back Hamza Bencherif in 
the summer and the 31 year-old is looking 
forward to using his experience to help 
bring on the many talented young players 
Guiseley will have in their squad. The 
former Algerian Under-20 international can 
also play in midfield. He played for FC 
Halifax Town and York City player so has 
good knowledge of what Guiseley are 
about as a club having played against them 
in a number of derby games. The Paris-born 
player first played for French club 
Guingamp before joining the youth system 
at Nottingham Forest. He went on to play 
for Lincoln City, Macclesfield Town, Notts 
County and Plymouth Argyle and when his 
Football League career ended in 2014 he 
joined Algerian side JS Kabylie. Hamza 
returned to England to play in the 
Conference Premier with Lincoln City, 
playing 41 games for them before joining FC 
Halifax Town, for whom he also played 41 
games. Bencherif left West Yorkshire in 
2016 to join Wrexham but returned on a 
loan deal with York City, later making it a 
permanent deal which expired in the 
summer. In his time with The Minstermen 
he played 81 games, one being the 2017 FA 
Trophy final at Wembley in which York beat 
Macclesfield Town 3-2. 
 
GEORGE CANTRILL 
Full-Back/Midfield – George has signed a 
full-time contract with Guiseley after being 
released by Sheffield United in the summer. 
The Sheffield youngster came to Guiseley 
on loan from The Blades last season and 
made a positive impact figuring in midfield 
as well as at full-back. 
 
KENNEDY DIGIE 
Defender/Midfielder - Guiseley signed Digie 
in February on a permanent transfer from 
Kidderminster Harriers for a nominal fee. 
The Londoner, 22, made his debut at home 

to Stockport County. He signed until the 
end of the 2019/20 season after being the 
subject of interest from several other clubs. 
Although primarily a defender he has the 
ability to play further forward. Digie spent 
much of his time at Kidderminsterout on 
loan at Stourbridge, Worcester City, 
Nuneaton, Hednesford Town and more 
latterly York City, chalking up 130 senior 
appearances, mostly at Hednesford Town 
on a full season loan.  
 
KAINE FELIX 
Winger - Following impressive 
performances as a trialist in their pre-
season games against Bolton Wanderers 
and Leeds United Guiseley AFC signed 
winger Kaine on a contract at the start of 
the 2018-19 season. The former York City 
player, 23, impressed with his lightening 
pace and quick feet. Following a connection 
with home-town club Peterborough United 
as a youth he joined St Neots Town at the 
age of 16. He eventually earned a move to 
Boston United, where he played alongside 
former Guiseley players Grant Roberts and 
Dayle Southwell. Felix signed for York City 
in 2016 and in his time with The 
Minstermen he was loaned out to 
Stockport County for a spell. He was 
released by York in October 2017 and signed 
for United Counties side Deeping Rangers 
before moving on to play for Leamington 
and Brackley. 
 
SCOTT GARNER 
Centre-Back – After signing for Guiseley in 
summer 2018 it was a massive blow to 
Guiseley when the vastly experienced 
acquisition from Halifax Town suffered a 
shoulder injury early in the season that 
required an operation and kept him out of 
the game until March. The 28 year-old had 
joined FC Halifax Town from Boston United 
and his previous clubs include Mansfield 
Town, Grimsby Town, Cambridge United 
and Lincoln City. A product of the Leicester 
City youth system he signed a professional 
contract with the Foxes but never made a 
first team appearance. Garner won two 
international caps with England C.  
 
TABISH HUSSAIN 
Attacker - Young winger Tabish Hussain had 
an 18th birthday to remember - making his 
international debut for Pakistan in a World 
Cup qualifier against Cambodia in June. On 
his return to the UK, after visiting four 
countries in 19 days with the Pakistan team, 
he sat down to pen a one year contract 
with Guiseley. He made his first team debut 
last seasonas a Non-Ccontract player and 
went on to make a handful of appearances 

from the bench before breaking his leg. This 
put him out of action for much of the 
season but he battled back to fitness to be 
a part of the Guiseley Academy title 
winning side. Bradford lad Tabish then got 
the call up for the Pakistan men's squad for 
their two World Cup qualifying games 
against Cambodia and found himself the 
youngest player in action for the Green 
Shirts in a squad that included former 
Bradford City player Zesh Rehman. After 
playing in front of a crowd of 36,800 in 
Cambodia Tabish admits he will no longer 
have nerves playing in front of crowds in 
National North. 
 
GABRIEL JOHNSON 
Striker - Guiseley have added six-foot 
striker Gabriel Johnson to their squad and 
he arrives at Nethermoor hoping to 
maintain his prolific strike partnership with 
Aaron Martin. The pair were at Brighouse 
Town last season with Johnson, a former 
Sheffield United Academy player, playing 33 
games in which he scored ten goals and 
provided 14 assists. Johnson, 22, had spells 
as a youngster with Manchester United U-
14s and Leeds United U-17s before his 
season with the Academy at Sheffield 
United. He has also played for Hallam FC, 
Sheffield FC and Doncaster Rovers and has 
a brother Tom who played in midfield for 
Harrogate Town. 
 
ANDRAI JONES 
Right-Back - The 27 year-old Liverpool-born 
defender made most of his career 
appearances with Southport and he joins 
The Lions having spent last season with 
Stafford Rangers. Prior to that he was with 
Welsh Premier League side Bala Town. Jones 
started his career in the youth set up at 
Bury in 2010 and after a loan spell at 
Altrincham he joined Barnsley FC in January 
2013. He had loan spells at Tranmere Rovers 
and Alfreton Town before being released by 
Barnsley in July 2014 and joining Gateshead. 
The versatile player joined Southport in July 
2015 and notched up 67 games for them 
before moving on to Bala Town in July 2017. 
The man who pairs his football career with 
his own business in Liverpool, coaching 
children aged 3 to 12 years, links up once 
again with Russ O’Neill who he was with at 
Alfreton in 2014. 
 
DECLAN LAMBTON 
Goalkeeper – A product of the highly 
successful Guiseley Academy side Bradford 
lad Lambton, 18, was registered for the first 
team last season. He was dual registered 
with the highly successful Bradford side 
Campion, who he played for all season 
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whilst also being a key member of 
Guiseley’s title chasing Academy side. 
Campion won the title thanks in no small 
part to Lambton’s performances. 
 
AARON MARTIN 
Striker - Guiseley AFC unveiled striker 
Aaron Martin as their first signing of the 
summer in preparation for the 2019-20 
season. Martin was a prolific scorer with 
Brighouse Town last season netting 30 
goals in 42 games and also had 11 assists to 
his name. A very popular player at 
Brighouse he picked up the Player-of-the-
Year award as well as Top Goalscorer and 
Player’s Player-of-the Year in his first season 
with them. From the age of eight Martin 
was with Sheffield United before moving on 
to the Barnsley Academy at 12 and later 
returning to The Blades. The 6ft tall 
Sheffield-born player, 27, joined Staveley 
MW at 17 before moving on to Worksop 
Parramores. Martin then spent a season at 
Goole AFC before moving to Sheffield FC 
for a five-year spell before he joined 
Brighouse Town. 
 
REISS MCNALLY 
Right-Back – The 18 year-old McNally 
stands at 6ft 2ins with his main attributes 
being in his 1 v 1 defending. He will add 
some height, pace and power to the 
defensive line-up. He will remain on his full 
time football programme and continue to 
pursue his degree in Sport Science at 
Solihull College and University Centre as 
well as playing in National North for 
Guiseley. 
 
NATHAN NEWALL 
Left-Back – The young Academy prospect, 
17, signed first team forms last season and 
has done so again this term as he seeks to 
establish himself in the senior squad. He 
had trials with Leeds United at the end of 
last season and as a youngster has been 
involved with teams at both Leeds United 
and Blackburn Rovers. Nathan, from 
Baildon, joined Guiseley in 2017 as a scholar. 
 
LEE SHAW 
Striker - Chesterfield striker Lee Shaw has 
joined Guiseley on a season long loan after 
The Spireites' manager John Sheridan 
decided that the player did not figure in his 
plans for the coming season. Shaw, 25, was 
a triallist with Lincoln City when 
Chesterfield snapped him up in 2018 giving 
him a two year contract with the option of 
a further year. The player had worked as a 
box packer in a factory for five years and 
had impressed as a prolific scorer with 
Grantham Town before Chesterfield signed 

him up. As he trialled with Danny Cowley’s 
Lincoln City he impressed with his pace and 
movement but Chesterfield stepped in to 
sign him. However, things did not go as 
planned and the player, who has been 
described as 'being able to run all day' was 
primarily used as a winger and sometimes 
as a wing back. At one time regarded as the 
hottest property going things haven’t 
worked out at Chesterfield but he will 
continue to train with them during the day 
and will join Guiseley for their two evening 
sessions.  
 
SCOTT SMITH 
Midfield/striker - Scott signed a new 
contract with the club after making a big 
impact in the first team games he played 
last season. Unfortunately Scott’s season 
was disrupted by injuries but he did enough 
in the games he played to earn a new 
contract. The 20 year-old is another 
Guiseley Academy product and he signed a 
first team contract in summer. The 
Horsforth-based player joined Guiseley AFC 
Academy Development Squad Under-16s 
after being released by Bradford City. He 
was a key player in the all-conquering 
Academy side. Last season he made 15 
starts for the first team along with five sub 
appearances and scored some vital goals. 
Scott is looking for more opportunities in 
the coming season and is hoping to stake a 
claim for a regular place in the side. 
Although happy to play anywhere he 
prefers to play more central. 
 
ARAM SOLEMAN 
Midfield - After making a good impression 
in their pre-season friendlies midfielder 
Aram Soleman has been signed by Guiseley 
AFC on a one year contract. The 19 year-old 
is another product of Guiseley Joint 
Manager Marcus Bignot’s Solihull College 
Academy and he joins his fellow college 
players Dylan Barkers and Reiss McNally at 
Nethermoor. 
Soleman was with West Brom as a 
youngster, playing for their U-18 and U-23 
sides in 2017 and 2018. He played for them 
in the FA Youth Cup and also played in 
three EFL Trophy games. On his release by 
The Baggies he joined Rushall Olympic but 
has also spent some time at Coventry City 
and Solihull Moors. 
 
JAMIE SPENCER 
Midfield – In the summer Guiseley signed 
combative midfielder Jamie Spencer, who 
has spent the last two seasons with 
Bradford Park Avenue. Spencer, 21, who has 
signed a one-year contract with The Lions, 
joined Avenue initially on loan from 

Huddersfield Town, where he had been a 
member of the U-23 squad and captained 
the U-18s. The central midfielder, who is 
equally comfortable in defence, joined 
Mark Bower’s Avenue on loan in March 
2017 before making the move permanent 
that summer. The Horsfall was familiar to 
him as his mother was the club’s 
Community Development Manager. In each 
of the past two seasons he made 40 
appearances for Avenue. 
 
ALEKS STARCENKO 
Midfield – The 18 year-old product of the 
Guiseley Academy made a big impression in 
the club’s pre-season games and earned 
himself a contract. Born in the Baltic port 
of Leipaja in Latvia the central midfielder 
has an eye for goal and figured prominently 
as a scorer for the title winning Academy 
side last season. Before joining Guiseley’s 
Academy in August 2018 Aleks played for 
Frickley U-19s. 
 
GEORGE  
SYKES-KENWORTHY 
Goalkeeper - Young Bradford City 
goalkeeper George Sykes-Kenworthy joined 
Guiseley on a youth loan until September 
3rd. The 19 year-old Bantams’ ‘keeper has 
played in a number of Guiseley’s pre-
season games. Sykes-Kenworthy had a loan 
spell with Stalybridge Celtic at the back end 
of last season as a sink or swim 
introduction to men’s football, playing 11 
games in 24 days for Celtic. He signed his 
first professional deal with City in March 
2018. 
 
WILL THORNTON 
Defender - The 21 year-old Guiseley 
Academy graduate has had his contract 
renewed for a further year. Last season he 
found himself with a big role to play 
following injuries to key defenders and 
made 26 starts and eight substitute 
appearances. He went on to win the club’s 
inaugural Young Player-of-the-Season 
award. Thornton represented the 
Wharfedale FA team which won the West 
Riding County FA Minor Cup and then 
made progress with the Guiseley Academy. 
He has played adult football out on loan 
with a number of clubs to gain experience, 
notably last season with Farsley Celtic. The 
young prospect was named on the bench a 
number of times before making his 
National League debut for Guiseley as a 
substitute in 2016-17 at Boreham Wood. 

GUISELEY AFC
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When was the last time we went into a first game of the season with any 
player making a debut? It was Zehn’s league debut and when Raul came on he 
was making his first start but the rest of the team had all played previously.  

Not the best of games but a point away from home is always welcome and 
given we were playing a side demoted (not relegated) last season it was a decent 
result. Southport had three clear cut chances to win the game and the feeling was 
it was a game we should have won but one more point than at the same stage of 
the season as last year. 
Gateshead: Brad James, Alex Nicholson, Scott Barrow, Connor Oliver, Toby Lees, 
Mike Williamson, Connor Thomson (62’), Liam Agnew, Paul Blackett (53’),  
Greg Olley, Danny Greenfield (74’). 
Substitutes: JJ O’Donnell (61’), Joshua Kayode (53’), Elliot Forbes (74’) 
Unused Subs:Sam Guthrie, Michael Nelson 
Yellow Card: Barrow (78’) 
Southport: Dan Hanford, Zehn Mohammed, Reagan Ogle, Dean Winnard,  
Ryan Astles, Andy Parry, Devarn Green, David Morgan, Dion Charles (80’),  
Jack Sampson, Brad Bauress. 
Substitutes: Raul Correia (80’) 
Unused Subs: Charlie Albinson, Kieran Glynn, Morgan Homson Smith,  
Ben Russell. 
Goals: - 
Yellow Cards: Green (30’), Mohammed (77’) 
Media MOTM: Zehn Mohammed 
Attendance: 879 (Inc 88 away supporters) 

Gateshead 0 
Southport 0 
The International Stadium 3 August A
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CHARLIE 
ALBINSON

Sponsored By 
AVAILABLE

RYAN 
ASTLES

Sponsored By 
Jack Butterworth & 
Peter Gledhill

BRAD 
BAURESS

Sponsored By 
Millring  
Horseboxes

RUSSELL 
BENJAMIN

Sponsored By 
AVAILABLE

DION 
CHARLES

Sponsored By 
Joshua &  
Jack Rogers

Sponsored By 
AVAILABLE

JACK 
DOYLE

Sponsored By 
AVAILABLE

KIERAN 
GLYNN

Sponsored By 
Growler

DEVARN 
GREEN

Sponsored By 
Eckersley Blinds

DAN 
HANFORD

Sponsored By 
Richard &  
Kerry Hartwell

PADDY 
LACEY

Sponsored By 
Gary Holmes

ZEHN 
MOHAMMED

Sponsored By 
AVAILABLE

FIRST TEAM PLAYERS

SPONSOR
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JON 
MCCARTHY

Sponsored By 
AVAILABLE

DAVID 
MORGAN

Sponsored By 
Pinetree Garden 
Maintenance

REAGAN 
OGLE

Sponsored By 
Pinetree Garden 
Maintenance

ANDY 
PARRY

Sponsored By 
AVAILABLE

JACK 
SAMPSON

Sponsored By 
Amelia &  
Eleanor Ryding

LIAM 
WATSON

Sponsored By 
DC Law

DEAN 
WINNARD

Sponsored By 
Pinetree Garden 
Maintenance

CONNOR 
WOODS

Sponsored By 
Krakajak

MORGAN 
HOMSON-SMITH

Sponsored By 
John Hardisty & Scarisbrick 
National Services Club

For the 2019/20 season we have re-introduced individual player sponsorship  
for existing squad members as well as new signings. 

This type of support allows businesses and individual fans to pledge their backing  
of the club through their favourite player.

For £250 +vat for the season,  
sponsoring a player entitles you: 
• Name/logo in every home match-day programme. 
• Name/logo on the player profile section of the club 

website. 

• Announcement over the PA system at the ground when 
your player scores or wins the Man of the Match award. 

• Social media coverage of your sponsorship. 
• Presented with a shirt from the player. 
• Photograph on-the-pitch with the player. 
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Date Opponents F-A Scorers Att Pos GK 2 3 4 5
AUGUST 
03-Aug-19 Gateshead A 0-0 879 14 Hanford Mohammed Ogle Winnard Astles
06-Aug-19 Curzon Ashton H 0-0 1120 14 Hanford Ogle Doyle Winnard Astles
10-Aug-19 Guiseley H
13-Aug-19 Farsley Celtic A
17-Aug-19 Darlington A
24-Aug-19 AFC Telford United H
26-Aug-19 lfreton Town A
31-Aug-19 Kettering Town H
SEPTEMBER 
03-Sep-19 Altrincham H
07-Sep-19 York City A
14-Sep-19 Blyth Spartans H
21-Sep-19 (FAC2Q)
25-Sep-19 Lancs Cup
28-Sep-19 Boston United A  
OCTOBER 
05-Oct-19 (FAC3Q)
12-Oct-19 Brackley Town H
19-Oct-19 Hereford H
26-Oct-19 Bradford Park Avenue A
29-Oct-19 Lancs Cup  
NOVEMBER 
02-Nov-19 Leamington H
09-Nov-19 Spennymoor Town A
16-Nov-19 King's Lynn Town H
23-Nov-19 FAT 3Q
30-Nov-19 Kidderminster Harriers A 
DECEMBER 
07-Dec-19 Gloucester City H
14-Dec-19 FAT 1
21-Dec-19 Blyth Spartans A
26-Dec-19 Chester H
28-Dec-19 Altrincham A 
JANUARY 
01-Jan-20 Chester A
04-Jan-20 York City H
11-Jan-20 Brackley Town A
18-Jan-20 Boston United H
25-Jan-20 Gloucester City A 
FEBRUARY 
01-Feb-20 Bradford Park Avenue H
08-Feb-20 Hereford A
15-Feb-20 Spennymoor Town H
22-Feb-20 Leamington A
29-Feb-20 King's Lynn Town A 
MARCH 
07-Mar-20 Kidderminster Harriers H
14-Mar-20 Gateshead H
21-Mar-20 Curzon Ashton A
28-Mar-20 Farsley Celtic H  
APRIL 
04-Apr-20 Guiseley A
10-Apr-20 Alfreton Town H
13-Apr-20 AFC Telford United A
18-Apr-20 Darlington H
25-Apr-20 Kettering Town A  

fixtures&results 2018/19
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6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused Subs Ref  

Parry Green Morgan Charles Sampson Bauress Correia 9 ** ** Glynn, Homson-Smith, Benjamin, Albinson R Aspinall 
Morgan Glynn Benjamin Charles Sampson Bauress Homson-Smith 11 Correia 10 Woods 7 Mohammed, Albinson D Baines 
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MEDIA 

UPDATE
Our Media Team who are all volunteers have been 
busy during the close season with plenty of 
interviews, website and Social Media output. 
They have received a lot of plaudits throughout 
the summer for the excellent work they do. 
 
So Who Are They? 
Our Media Manager is Alan Jones who looks after all 
our Social Media output, interviewing the players 
and managers and producing some great graphics 
that are used across all our media platforms. 

Alan was responsible for the One Port Our Port 
video which he produced ahead of the 2019/20 
season, which took a look at what it’s like to follow 
Southport. Fans talk about their pride in supporting 
the club, their highlights with the Port and thoughts 
going into the new campaign.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alan & Rob in action in the Press Box at Telford 
last season. 

In charge of our website is Rob Urwin who is 
currently reviewing all the content. We are also 
looking at the possibility of a different company 
taking over the design and hosting of the site but 
that is still in its early stages. 

Rob Is also responsible for production of the 
programme and a myriad of other day to day 
activities at the club. 

 Rob’s other/better half is Julia who is our club 
photographer and is seen sat out on the touchline in 
all weathers. Julia provides her pictures to the club 
website and social media as well as Champion 
Newspapers. They also get pinched by various 
websites and publications which she doesn’t mind 
as long as credit is given….you know who you are! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The media team has been very fortunate to have 

Stephen Killen in the squad. Stephen took over the 
excellent Matchday Live service and delivered it in a 
style of his own last season and received lots of 
plaudits. Stephen has just graduated and is looking 
for employment so if anyone can offer him a job do 
get in touch. 

On the subject of the Matchday Live Service it 
goes out on the Club Website, an official platform 
for the club. We enjoy getting the comments from 
supporters and try when possible to include them as 
part of the service. Those that send in foul and 
abusive comments are wasting their keyboard time, 
they won’t get through so why bother? We can track 
them and could report the sender but take the view 
that if someone is that way inclined they must be 
living a very sad life. We don’t always put every 
comment through it all depends on what is going on 
on the pitch but we try and get as much through as 
we can. 

Making his debut with the media team at 
Gateshead was Amos Wynn from Wigan who is 
another student helping out at the club with match 
reports, previews etc. Amos presented Matchday 
Live at Gateshead in the absence of Stephen. 

We are always open to feedback, good and bad. 
Rob is always after programme contributions, we 
welcome help on a matchday and anyone who 
wants to get involved should contact 
media@southportfc.net  







PLAYER

APPEARANCES & SCORERS 2019/20 
 
Player Minutes Lge Lge Cup Cup Lge Assists Lge Cup Total Career Total 

Played 19/20 19/20 19/20 19/20 Goals Total Goals Goals Cup Career 
Apps Sub Apps Sub 19/20 Goals 19/20 19/20 Goals Goals 

Charlie Albinson 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ryan Astles 180 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 

Bradley Bauress 155 2 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 2 7 

Russell Benjamin 90 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Dion Charles 170 2 0 0 0 0 0 18 0 0 7 25 

Raul Correia 26 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Jack Doyle 90 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Kieran Glynn 78 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Devarn Green 90 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 4 

Dan Hanford 180 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Morgan Homson-Smith 25 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 

Patrick Lacey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 

Zehn Mohammed 90 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

David Morgan 180 2 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 1 8 

Reagan Ogle 180 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Andy Parry 90 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 3 

Jack Sampson 164 2 0 0 0 0 0 22 0 0 3 25 

Dean Winnard 180 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 4 

Connor Woods 12 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ten Men * * * * * * * * * * 

Own Goals * * * * 0 * 0 0 0 * * 

Total 1980 22 4 0 0 0 61 0 0 22 83

ROLL CALL
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THE STATS

LEAGUE MATCH STATS

LEAGUE TABLE 2019/20
P W D L F A W D L F A GS GA GD PTS H Att A Att.     

1 Guiseley 2 1 0 0 3 0 1 0 0 5 0 8 0 8 6  

2 Curzon Ashton 2 1 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 5 0 5 4 0-0 1120  

3 Hereford 2 0 1 0 2 2 1 0 0 2 0 4 2 2 4  

4 Leamington 2 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 2 2 4 2 2 4  

5 Farsley Celtic 2 1 0 0 3 1 0 1 0 0 0 3 1 2 4  

6 York City 2 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 1 3 1 2 4  

7 AFC Telford 2 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 1 2 3 2 1 3  

8 Kettering 2 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 1 1 2 3 3 0 3  

9 Gloucester City 2 0 0 1 0 2 1 0 0 2 1 2 3 -1 3  

10 Brackley Town 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 1 2 -1 3  

11 King's Lynn 2 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 3 2 4 -2 3  

12 Boston United 2 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 2 0 2  

13 Chester 2 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 2 0 2  

14 Southport 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 ** ** ** ** 

15 Spennymoor 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 2 2 2 0 1  

16 Gateshead 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0-0 879 

17 Alfreton Town 2 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 2 -1 1  

18 Kidderminster Harriers 2 0 1 0 2 2 0 0 1 0 2 2 4 -2 1  

19 Altrincham 2 0 0 1 1 3 0 1 0 1 1 2 4 -2 1  

20 Blyth Spartans 1 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 -1 0  

21 Darlington 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 3 1 3 -2 0  

22 Bradford Park Avenue 2 0 0 1 0 5 0 0 1 0 5 0 10 -10 0  

40 8 8 4 29 22 4 8 8 22 29 51 0 

  06-AUGUST HOME     AWAY        





DAVID FRODSHAM

Because of interruptions due to two World Wars the 
actual period of play to the end of the 1948/49 season 
was only fifty seasons. The League decided then however 
that they would issue a Diamond Jubilee plaque in red, 
green and silver and each of the 88 clubs then in 
membership was given one.  

To coincide with this fiftieth anniversary a table of 
merit was calculated which looked at the complete 
records of all the competing teams placing them in an 
order of merit from 1 to 88 based on games played and 
points won which then produced a percentage figure of 
the points actually obtained. The winners 
at that stage were Plymouth Argyle with 
our Chester friends in second place. Both 
clubs had been consistently successful 
with percentage points of 57 and 56 
respectively.  

Where were Southport then? Number 
66 on the list with a score of 47.07. This 
was good enough to place us above, 
amongst others, Nottingham Forest, 
Bristol Rovers and Mansfield Town. The 
team in last place were Aldershot on 
41.9. 

The season of 1948/49 had not been a 
happy one for Southport resulting in an 
application for re-election at the 
League's June AGM. This was popularly 
described as like asking for another chance to continue 
playing in the Football League and promising to try 
harder next time while a number of ambitious clubs 
outside the League sought to deny us by stating that 
they deserved to have their turn instead. We easily kept 
our place with 40 votes, 4 behind Bradford City, our 
fellow travellers in distress, and well in front of the 6 
non-league applicants who managed a total of 9 
supporters only between them. Several of these clubs 
one of which was Wigan Athletic failed to register any 
support at all. 

There was though hope for the non-leaguers when 
Everton proposed that the League consider an expansion 
to include new teams worthy of joining the existing 88 
clubs. They did not have long to wait. There would be 
four additional sides joining the Football League in 1950. 

The new season of 1949/50 opened at Haig Avenue on 
Saturday August 20th. Our visitors were Mansfield Town 
and Club Notes, reminded readers that we hoped to 
continue the form shown in April and May when we had 
won six games out of seven to end the season well after 
only five wins from the previous thirty five attempts. 
Optimism was in the air and the programme announced 
that there had been a record sale of season tickets. 

There was an attendance of 10,182, the highest turn 
out since the opening home game of the previous 
season. The game ended as a 1-1 draw with a goal on 

debut from Bernard Ross signed from 
Sheffield United in the summer just 
before the season commenced. A couple 
of days later we were back in action again 
at Haig Avenue with an evening game 
against Chester and the result was 
identical. Like the Mansfield game we 
had led at half time through Ross only 
for the visitors to draw level in the 
second half. Still two games undefeated 
was a reasonable start and the new 
signing looked the part with his two 
goals and on the following Saturday at 
Edgeley Park he scored again though 
finishing on the losing side in a 2-3 
defeat. Indeed the first eleven games 
produced only two victories. Then on 

October 8th Accrington Stanley visited to play us for the 
22nd time in the League. 

Club Notes predicted a lively contest and warned that 
the visiting team had a big following of supporters who 
would make themselves heard. Bernard Ross had missed 
the previous seven games but was back for this one. We 
won 1-0 but he was not the scorer. That honour 
belonged to Jimmy Cummins who had played against us 
for Hordern Colliery in the FA Cup tie here on November 
27th 1948 and impressed sufficiently for us to pay £750 
for his services. His career with us was a short one 
lasting nine games only and that goal on his fourth 
appearance was his only contribution on the score sheet. 
It was though worth 2 valuable points which in the 
following April served to keep us away from the worry of 
any further re-election concerns. 

By 1948 sixty years had gone by since William McGregor a Scotsman based in Birmingham 
had produced his idea that the best English football teams needed to join together and 
form themselves into a League competition. Thus in 1888 games became properly 
organised and the fixtures stabilised between the 12 clubs who then formed the Football 
League. The first Champions and also the winners of the FA Cup for 1889 were Preston 
North End.

FROM THE 
ARCHIVES
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LAST 
WORD

THE

Three games in and 
how are we 
feeling? I’m doing 
this page before 
the Curzon Ashton 
game but after a 
point at Gateshead 
relatively 
satisfied despite a 
slight feeling that 
it was a game we 
should have won.

It was a long trip to 
start the season with 
over 320 miles round trip 
not helped by an 
accident on the M6 
which saw us diverted 
through Colne before 
rejoining the A1M just 
outside of Harrogate. It 
seemed a very long way 
round but having left at 
9 we still go to the 
ground (after a short 
stop) for 1. It did mean it 
was a McDonald’s 
instead of a trip to The 
Schooner but these 
things have to be done. 

Much better journey 
home and despite not 
getting away until 5-15 
we were home for 8.30 
so not bad going. 

It’s a cracking stadium 
but not for football. It 
appears soulless and is 
way too big. A much 
better atmosphere 
would be created in a 
smaller arena. The far 
side where the away fans 
are sometimes housed is 
currently out of action 
due to wind damage so 
at least the fans are 
housed in one area. 

Since I wrote my last 
notes we have a new 
stadium sponsor and we 
now play at The Pure 
Stadium.  

It’s also great to see 
the “Poplar” sign 
disappear, it did wind me 
up every time I saw it as I 
think I may have 
mentioned occasionally 
and we now see the 
Pinetree Garden 
Maintenance Stand 
sponsoring The Popular 
Terrace. Well done Paul. 

It is a very sad day 
today. Julia (the Missus) 
misses her first home 
game in close on ten 
years due to a family 
wedding. Some may ask 
why I am still in 
attendance when she is 
subjected to a wedding. 

My thought is that 
anyone who decides to 
get married a) during the 
football season and b) at 
3pm on a Saturday 
during the football 
season deserves no one 
to be there. The rest of 
the family are also there 
so we are well 
represented and they 
don’t need me. I just 
hope neither of my 
daughters ever decide to 
get married at 3pm on a 
Saturday….that really 
would cause a dilemma.  

Before anyone 
reminds me I got 
married during the 
football season I would 
point out that the game 
was switched to the 
Sunday to accommodate 
our wedding……. at least 
that’s what I tell 
everyone, it was 
probably more to do 
with the fact it was 
Grand National day. 

Thank you to 
everyone who entered 
the Prediction League. I 
had a record number of 
entries with 163 people 
having a go this season. 
The donations were all 
given a random entry 
and will be included in 
the table which is 
updated after every full 
league programme, the 
first update will be on 
the website after today’s 
match. The prize to the 
winner will be £65 plus a 
Trophy with £100 going 
to our charity at 
Queenscourt Hospice. 
The competition is fierce 
amongst friends and 
families. Will Michael 
Hopkins get another win 
to add to his two titles, 
will we have a new name 
on the roll of honour, we 
will find out on April 
25th 2020. 

 
 

Rob 





BUY YOUR TICKET ONLINE  
https://southportfc-boxoffice.ktckts.com/brand/season

/SouthportFC @southport_fcsouthportfc.net

SOUTHPORT GUISELEY 
AFC

MANAGER Liam Watson MANAGER Marcus Bignott/ 
Russ O'Neill
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Dan Hanford 
Zehn Mohammed 

Reagan Ogle 
Dean Winnard 

Ryan Astles  
David Morgan 

Kieran Glynn 
Paddy Lacey 

Dion Charles 
Jack Sampson 
Brad Bauress 
Raul Correia 

Charlie Albinson 
Andy Parry 

Morgan Homson-Smith 
Connor Woods 

Jack Doyle 
Devarn Green 

Russell Benjamin
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George Sykes-Kenworthy
Reiss McNally
George Cantrill  
Scott Garner  
Hamza Bencherif
James Spencer  
Aram Soleman  
Gabriel Johnson
Aaron Martin
Dylan Barkers  
Kaine Felix  
Kennedy Digie  
Tabish Hussain  
Andrai Jones  
Declan Lambton
Nathan Newall
Lee Shaw  
Scott Smith
Will Thornton

 

MATCH OFFICIALS NEXT UP
Saturday August 24th  

AFC TELFORD 
UNITED  

Kick Off 3pm

REFEREE  
Ben Atkinson  

ASSISTANT REFEREE  
Neil Evans  

ASSISTANT REFEREE  
Alexander Beckett


