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WELCOME
It’s great to get another home draw in the Cup… 
except for programme editors who are probably 
the only people who groan when our name 
comes out of the hat first.

Never fear I set to work almost straight away 
and it’s a big thank you to those at South 
Shields who sent me their details through 
immediately which always helps get things done. 
A far better response from South Shields than I 
get from some of the clubs in our own league 
who they put to to shame. No names….. unless 
you pay me. 

Getting this one done as well as having 
Chorley to do at the same time adds a fair bit of 
pressure and to think at one point we weren’t 
going to do a programme. 

Interesting that a number of the people who 
sent me “unpleasant messages” when we 
announced we were going digital only haven’t 
bothered either to take a subscription out, or 
when we changed tack and went for a 
compromise of pre-ordered printed programmes, 
haven’t bought a copy yet. Frustrating but one 
thing I have learned in the last few months more 
than ever is people love to complain! 

Thank you to everyone who has commented 
on the first two editions and appreciated the 
rationale behind the truncated version of our 
last FA Cup edition against Morpeth. Keeping 

these online is a big saving. We have ironed out 
the issues with the reduced quality and going 
forward anyone subscribing to pdf will receive a 
much better quality with a higher resolution. 

It will be great to see Gilly back at The Pure 
Stadium this evening, I really enjoyed watching 
him here in a yellow shirt but I do hope he 
doesn’t score like last season. 

The National League clubs come in at the next 
stage which will be played on Saturday 24th 
October, the day we are due at Blyth Spartans. If 
we get through, that’s a long midweek trip to 
look forward to. Keep an eye out for Blyth’s 
result as well they are at Marske United. 

A reminder that today’s game goes straight to 
pens if it is level after 90 minutes. Not sure I like 
the idea being permanently adopted but needs 
must at present as the clubs try to get as many 
fixtures in as possible. 

For those watching the stream, enjoy the 
game and thank you for your support by buying 
the programme. 

Rob

#Oneport
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Visitors
We extend a very warm welcome to the management players 
and officials from South Shields for tonight’s game. It does 
hurt not saying supporters believe me. 

Out of all the mess created by COVID, one club most supporters feel sorry for is 
our visitors who were 12 points clear, getting great attendances and would have 
been a great addition to National North. 

Having never played our visitors since 1929/30 we suddenly end up meeting 
in successive seasons having had an FA Trophy encounter last season.

PAST MEETINGS 
1928/29   1 Sep    A      FL     Lge                L         0-4       6215           
1928/29   5 Jan     H      FL     Lge                W        5-0       3040          Beadles, Robinson, Valentine 3 
1929/30   7 Dec    H      FL     Lge                W        2-1       1702          Cowen 2 
1929/30   12 Apr   A      FL     Lge                L         0-4       1846           
2019/20   14 Dec  A      NL     FAT       1       D         2-2       776            Sampson, Correia  
2019/20   17 Dec  H      NL     FAT       1R    W        3-1       372            Bauress, Astles, Sampson 
 

THE LAST TIME WE MET 
On a very wet evening in December, Southport came out on top in a replay of the FA Trophy First 
Round. The first game is best remembered for being cold, wet and windy and getting drenched in the 
Press Box as the rain swept in. The South Shields fans did tell me that it was “tropical for them in the 
North East” 

The second game was even worse with the game only just getting the go ahead after a downpour of 
biblical proportions around 5pm which eased but came back as kick off approached. 

Sammo seals the win with the third goal. 
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RECENT HISTORY 
A ground to develop became a long-running 
issue and over the course of long 18 years, 
stretching from 1977 the club remained a 
member of the Wearside League, seemingly 
unable to leave the council-owned Jack Clark 
Park. 

In 1992, the redundant sports club and ground 
of Filtrona FC became available for purchase, and 
following protracted negotiations was bought by the 
club. 

Gradual upgrading and development of Filtrona 
Park and promotion to the First Division of the 
Northern League was achieved in the years that 
followed. 

The club won silverware in 2009-10 in the 
Northern League Cup and followed it up with victory 
in the JR Cleator Cup, but it faced a major 
challenge to stay at Filtrona Park after its former 
owner put it up for sale, and eventually Shields 
were forced to leave the ground in 2013. 

They also suffered relegation to Northern League 
Division Two in 2012-13, and kicked off the 
following season 20 miles away from home, in 
Peterlee. 

The club played home matches there for two 
years until new chairman Geoff Thompson bought 
Filtrona Park – which he renamed Mariners Park 
and has since become 1st Cloud Arena as part of a 
sponsorship deal – in the summer of 2015 to start 
a new era at the club. 

In his first season at the helm, Shields won the 
Northern League Division Two title with 107 points, 
and in the off-season, Mr Thompson pressed 
ahead with his plans for the club. 

Ground improvements – which began in his first 
summer at the club – continued, with three new 
stands erected and a new 3G facility installed 
adjacent to the main grass pitch. 

Shields followed up that superb campaign with 
the most successful season in the club's history, 
winning the Northern League, Northern League 
Cup and Durham Challenge Cup before adding the 
icing to the cake by lifting the FA Vase at Wembley - 
the first national trophy in the Mariners' history. 

The following season, a third consecutive league 
title and promotion was achieved as Shields won 
the Northern Premier League North Division, 
before they missed out on a fourth consecutive 
promotion with a defeat in the following season’s 
play-off final.  

The club switched to a hybrid model during the 
summer of 2019, with much of the first-team 
squad now training on a full-time basis at the 
Harton and Westoe Miners' Welfare Ground. 

The Mariners were 12 points clear at the top of 
the NPL Premier Division when the season was 
curtailed, and declared null and void by The FA, as 
a result of the coronavirus pandemic. 

IN THE 
HOT SEAT
Graham Fenton

Position: Joint Manager 
A former Premier League striker with Aston Villa, 
Blackburn Rovers and Leicester City, Fenton 
moved seamlessly into coaching and 
management. After a successful stint managing 
North Shields, he took over as joint manager at 
South Shields in September 2016 and forms a 
formidable, multi-trophy winning management 
team with Lee Picton. 
 
Lee Picton 
Position: Joint Manager 

Picton has become a 
hugely respected coach 
and manager after ending 
his playing days, which 
included two FA Vase wins 
while at Whitley Bay. He 
has been alongside 
Graham Fenton for more 
than a decade, with the 
pair having  

previously worked together at Monkseaton High 
School's football academy. Picton is also a 
former Newcastle United Academy coach. 
 
Brian Smith 
Position: Assistant Manager 
 
Another to have made a successful transition 
from playing to coaching, Smith joined Shields as 
assistant manager in January 2019, having 
earlier worked under Graham Fenton at North 
Shields. Also a former North Shields manager 
himself, Smith is hugely popular with players and 
is a key member of the management team. 



06
#O
N
E
PO
R
T

Myles Boney 
Position: Goalkeeper 
Previous Club: Blackpool 
After making a big impression on loan from Blackpool 
last season, the young stopper made a permanent 
switch to 1st Cloud Arena in the summer of 2020. A 
player with Football League appearances under his belt, 
Boney is a commanding and confident goalkeeper. 
 
Ross Coombe 
Position: Goalkeeper 
Previous Club: Consett 
A talented goalkeeper who joined Shields in the summer 
of 2019, Coombe will be looking to kick on in the 2020-21 
campaign. He started his senior career with a spell with 
Consett as a teenager and impressed in the Northern 
League before his move to the Mariners. 
 
Blair Adams 
Position: Left-back 
Previous Club: Hartlepool United 
Dynamic and energetic full-back with vast experience in 
the professional game from spells with the likes of 
Sunderland, Coventry City, Notts County and Cambridge 
United. The left-sider joined his hometown club in the 
summer of 2018 and his performances have been of a 
consistently top standard. 
 
Craig Baxter 
Position: Right-back / Left-back / Central midfield 
Previous Club: Gateshead 
An experienced and hugely dependable campaigner, 
Baxter is into his fifth season at 1st Cloud Arena, having 
joined from Gateshead in 2016. A natural right-back, he 
can also slot in seamlessly elsewhere in defence or in 
midfield, with his football intelligence one of his key 
assets. 
 
Jordan Hunter 
Position: Right-back 
Previous Club: Sunderland 
South Shields' Young Player of the Year for 2019-20 joined 
on a permanent basis from Sunderland in the summer 
after a string of electric displays at right-back during his 
loan spell at the club. His arrival was a major coup for 
the Mariners, with the Liverpool Academy graduate 
having previously made his debut for Sunderland's first-
team. 
 
Dillon Morse 
Position: Centre-back 
Previous Club: Blyth Spartans 
Defender who has come of age at South Shields since 
joining from Blyth Spartans in the summer of 2016. A 
regular recipient of fan awards, Morse is a hugely 
popular presence and his understated yet consistent 
displays, as well as his goal threat from set-pieces, mark 
him out as a key member of the team. 

Jon Shaw 
Position: Centre-back / Striker 
Previous Club: Gateshead 
Club captain Jon Shaw is also Shields' Head of 
Professional Development and has a key role, on and off 
the pitch. Playing is still at the forefront of his priorities 
though and his quality at both ends of the pitch, as well 
as his leadership qualities, continue to shine through. He 
was previously a prolific National League striker. 
 
Wouter Verstraaten 
Position: Centre-back / Central midfield 
Previous Club: Consett 
Verstraaten caught the eye after joining from Consett 
midway through last season, having previously came 
through the ranks of PSV Eindhoven and gone on to 
study in the USA. Able to play in defence or midfield, the 
Dutchman spurned interest from elsewhere to extend 
his stay at Shields in the summer of 2020. 
 
Robert Briggs 
Position: Central midfield 
Previous Club: Spennymoor Town 
The longest-serving member of Shields' squad will be 
hoping to make his 300th appearance for the club during 
the 2020-21 season. The vice-captain has been part of 
three promotion campaigns and remains a vital part of 
Shields' midfield with his technical qualities and 
proficiency from dead ball situations. 
 
Luke Daly 
Position: Wide midfield 
Previous Club: Droylsden 
Midfielder who burst onto the scene at 1st Cloud Arena 
after signing from Droylsden in February 2019, but has 
since suffered terrible luck with two knee injuries. The 
tenacious former Manchester United and Burnley 
youngster will be looking to make up for lost time when 
he returns to fitness. 
 
Josh Gillies 
Position: Wide midfield 
Previous Club: Darlington 
One of the most talented players on the North East non-
league circuit, Gillies joined Shields from Darlington in 
2018 and can play on either flank or behind a striker. A 
dead-ball expert with a real eye for goal, he counts 
Carlisle United and Gateshead among his other former 
clubs. 
 
Will Jenkins 
Position: Central midfield / Number 10 
Previous Club: N/A 
Teenager whose stunning goal on his first league start 
against Radcliffe was one of Shields' highlights of last 
season and marked a brilliant rise to prominence for the 
midfielder. A graduate of the Mariners' Academy system, 
there are high hopes for the determined and talented 
youngster in 2020-21. 
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Nathan Lowe   
Position: Central midfield / Number 10 
Previous Club: Southport 
One of the real characters of the Shields dressing 
room, Lowe joined from Southport in October 2018 
and established himself as a real crowd favourite at 
1st Cloud Arena. A danger from long range and a true 
link between league and attack, he forms a potent 
partnership with good friend Jason Gilchrist. 
 
Will McCamley 
Position: Wide midfield 
Previous Club: Huddersfield Town (parent club) 
Tricky winger who made a great impression for 
Shields' Academy before earning a move to then-
Premier League side Huddersfield Town in the spring 
of 2019. After progressing with Huddersfield's Under-
23s in the 2019-20 season, he rejoined Shields on loan 
in the summer of 2020. 
 
Callum Ross 
Position: Central midfield 
Previous Club: Oklahoma City Energy 
A player well-known to Graham Fenton and Lee 
Picton from their time together at Monkseaton High 
School's football academy, he signed for Shields in 
January 2020 after successful spells in America with 
Oklahoma City Energy, Charlotte Independence and 
Wingate University. A commanding and energetic 
presence in midfield. 
 
Arron Thompson 
Position: Central midfield 
Previous Club: West Auckland Town (loan) 
One of the success stories of Shields' Academy, 
Thompson progressed into the first-team ranks in the 
2019-20 season and made a huge impression when 
called upon. A midfielder who rarely makes a 
mistake, he applies himself superbly on and off the 
pitch and will be hoping to push on further in 2020-
21. 
 
Phil Turnbull 
Position: Central midfield 
Previous Club: Darlington 
A mainstay of the North East non-league scene, 
Turnbull has represented the likes of Hartlepool 
United, Gateshead and Darlington with distinction. 
The midfielder was always linked with a move to 
hometown club Shields though and he joined in the 
summer of 2018, with his consistent displays earning 
him a regular spot in the team. 
 

Jason Gilchrist    
Position: Striker 
Previous Club: Southport 
Striker who is a constant threat to any backline and 
proved his worth to Shields and then some after 
joining from Southport in the summer of 2019. A 
forward with real predatory instincts, he was 
previously the National League North's top 
goalscorer and counts FC United of Manchester 
among his former clubs. 
 
Sam Hodgson 
Position: Striker 
Previous Club: Ryhope CW (loan) 
A teenage striker who has slotted seamlessly into the 
first-team set-up at South Shields, Hodgson has 
proved himself as a natural goalscorer at Academy 
level and will now be aiming to prove this credentials 
in senior football. The 2020-21 campaign could be a 
real breakout one for this talent. 
 
Alex Kempster 
Position: Wide midfielder / Forward 
Previous Club: York City 
An athletic wide player or forward who is a potent 
goal threat, Kempster signed for Shields after opting 
to leave National League North side York City in the 
summer of 2020. He had enjoyed an impressive spell 
at York, who he joined from Whitley Bay, and will be 
aiming to continue his progression at 1st Cloud 
Arena. 
 
Lee Mason 
Position: Forward / Number 10 
Previous Club: North Shields 
Massively popular with team-mates, staff and 
supporters alike for his unselfish playing style, Mason 
is technically-gifted and had spells with the likes of 
Whitby Town, Blyth Spartans and North Shields 
before his move to South Shields in February 2018. A 
player who makes the game look easy when he is on 
song. 
 
Darius Osei 
Position: Striker / Wide forward 
Previous Club: Stalybridge Celtic 
Exciting forward who joined Shields just a matter of 
days after scoring twice against them for Stalybridge 
Celtic in February 2020. In truth, though, the 
Mariners had been attracted to the electric former 
Oldham Athletic player for some time previous to 
that and there are high hopes for him in 2020-21.

PEN PICS
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ate Opponents F-A Scorers Pos GK 2 3 4 5 6 7

OCTOBER 

03-Oct-20 H Morpeth Town (FAC2Q) 2-1 "Watson, Newell" ** McMillan Challoner Vassallo Anson Oliver Ali Bainbridge

06-Oct-20 H Hereford 0-0 13 Hanford Oliver Doyle Benjamin Morgan Morgan Bainbridge

10-Oct-20 A Kettering Town P-P to be arranged

13-Oct-20 H South Shields(FAC3Q)

17-Oct-20 H Chorley

24-Oct-20 A Blyth Spartans

31-Oct-20 H Boston United 

NOVEMBER 

07-Nov-20 A AFC Telford United

10-Nov-20 H York City

14-Nov-20 H Spennymoor Town

16-Nov-20 A Bradford PA

21-Nov-20 A Gateshead

28-Nov-20 H Alfreton Town  

DECEMBER 

01-Dec-20 H Farsley Celtic

05-Dec-20 FA Trophy

12-Dec-20 A Guiseley

19-Dec-20 FA Trophy

26-Dec-20 H Curzon Ashton

28-Dec-20 A AFC Fylde 

JANUARY 

02-Jan-21 A Curzon Ashton

09-Jan-21 H Darlington

16-Jan-21 A Chester

23-Jan-21 H Leamington

30-Jan-21 A Gloucester City  

FEBRUARY 

06-Feb-21 H Kidderminster Harriers

09-Feb-21 A Brackley Town

13-Feb-21 H Kettering Town

20-Feb-21 A Hereford

27-Feb-21 H Blyth Spartans  

MARCH 

06-Mar-21 A Chorley

13-Mar-21 A York City

20-Mar-21 H AFC Telford United

23-Mar-21 H Bradford PA

27-Mar-21 A Spennymoor Town  

APRIL 

02-Apr-21 H Gateshead

05-Apr-21 A Alfreton Town

10-Apr-21 H Guiseley

13-Apr-21 A Farsley Celtic

17-Apr-21 A Boston United

24-Apr-21 H Brackley Town 

MAY 

01-May-21 H AFC Fylde

03-May-21 A Darlington

08-May-21 H Chester

15-May-21 A Leamington

22-May-21 H Gloucester City

29-May-21 A Kidderminster Harriers  
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8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused Subs Ref  

Woods Morgan Carver Watson Benjamin 4 Newell 8 "Hanford, Doyle, Winnard" D Baines 

Challoner Sampson Newell Carver Watson 10 Vassallo 11 "McMillan, Anson, Woods" B Wyatt 
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FA Cup 3rd Qualifying Round  
Stats Facts 

for Southport FC Programme by FACupFactfile

Of the other seventy-eight clubs in the FA 
Cup 3rd Qualifying Round five of them are 
from Step 5 in the non-league pyramid, and at 
least one of those will appear in the 4th 
Qualifying Round. 

Northwest Counties League rivals 
Longridge Town and Skelmersdale United go 
head-to-head whilst all the other three Step 5 
clubs have much tougher tasks, all being 
paired with National League sides. 

As an aside, Skelmersdale United are one 
of several clubs looking to reach the 4th 
qualifying round for the first time in a long 
time. Skem have waited the longest last 
achieving the feat way back in 1972, whilst 
Banbury United last did so in 1980, Aveley in 
1984 and Wimborne Town in 1986. 

The two remaining Step 5 Southern 
Counties East League sides, Chatham Town 
and Sheppey United, both have the difficult 
challenge of trying to overcome Step 2 sides 
away from home, at Havant & Waterlooville 
and Eastbourne Borough respectively. 

Wessex League Premier club Christchurch, 
though, will be looking to knock out a second 
successive Step 2 side with Dulwich Hamlet 

the visitors to their Hurn Bridge Sports 
Ground. 

All these Step 5 clubs started their FA Cup 
campaigns in the Extra Preliminary Round, 
but there are two other clubs which have also 
won through four rounds already to reach this 
3rd Qualifying Round. Marske United and 
Whyteleafe are the last of the 16 Step Four 
clubs still standing who all had to start one 
round earlier this year. 

Only four of the forty ties in the 3rd 
Qualifying Round involve clubs who’ve met in 
the competition before (five if Chichester City 
is considered one continuous club). Of those, 
only Marine versus Nantwich Town has 
happened more than once, with one win 
apiece and one draw in previous FA Cup 
encounters. 

Bath City beat Slough Town 3-1 when they 
met in 1997, Truro City knocked out Taunton 
Town in a 2015 replay and Hampton and 
Richmond Borough defeated Hornchurch 1-0 
just two years ago. 

There will be a minimum of three clubs who 
will be celebrating equalling or setting their 
best ever FA Cup run with victory in the 3rd 

The first 3rd qualifying round tie drawn out of 
the hat was Southport versus South Shields. The 
two sides have not met in the FA Cup before, but 
only last season they met in two tightly contested 
matches in the FA Trophy, with Southport 
triumphing 3-1 in a replay.
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Qualifying Round. Hartley Wintney, who have 
made 4th Qualifying Round before, host 
Barking who are already setting a record Cup 
run. 

Cray Wanderers hope to equal their best run 
as they travel to Bristol Manor Farm who are 
experiencing their best Cup run for the third 
successive season, whilst neither Sholing nor 
Walton Casuals have gone beyond this round 
before and they meet up in Hampshire. 

Other clubs looking to make the 4th 
qualifying round for the first time are the 
aforementioned Longridge Town, Christchurch 
and Sheppey United, as well as Farsley Celtic, 
Mickleover, Ilkeston Town, Bedfont Sports, 
Cray Valley Paper Mills and Larkhall Athletic. 

Tadcaster Albion will also be hoping to make 
4th Qualifying Round for the first time in what 

is their 25th FA Cup campaign, whilst Hemel 
Hempstead Town are participating in the 
competition for the 100th time and are 
involved in the only National League North 
versus South clash versus Boston United.  

 ‘Wood’ you ‘be-leaf’ it but the first ever 
‘tree’ derby in FA Cup history takes place when 
Braintree Town host Maldon and Tiptree. Tree-
mendous! 

There’s also an ‘ElMillerco’ as the Millers of 
Cray Valley Paper Mills take on the Millers of 
Aveley to see which of the two can grind out a 
result. 

Finally, with the sad demise of Macclesfield 
Town, it is likely that one club will get a ’bye’ in 
4th Qualifying Round, so a victory this round 
could see a club make it all the way to the 
‘Proper’ Rounds.

NATIONAL NORTH CLUBS  
IN THE DRAW 
and how they got here... 
and those that didn’t make it. 

 
Southport (H v Morpeth 2-1) v South Shields 
Chester (A at Worksop Won on pens after 2-2 draw) v Spennymoor (A BPA Won 3-1) 
Marske v Blyth Spartans (A Blyth Spartans Won 4-2) 
Farsley Celtic (Won 2-1 v Radcliffe) v AFC Fylde (A Hyde Won 4-2) 
Darlington (H v Prescot Cables Won on pens after 2-2 draw) v Tadcaster 
Chorley (H v Gateshead 2-1) v York (A Warrington Rylands Won 1-0) 
Guiseley (H v Atherton Colls 4-0) v Matlock Town 
FCUM v Alfreton (A Coalville Won 2-1) 
Stafford Rangers v Hereford (A Gosport Borough Won 3-1) 
Brackley Town (Won On Pens v Billericay Town after 2-2 draw) v Kettering Town (Won 2-0 v 
Chelmsford) 
Boston United (H v AFC Mansfield Won 4-2) v Hemel Hempstead 
Leiston v AFC Telford (Won on pens after 1-1 draw at Chasetown) 

OUT WENT 
Kidderminster Lost on pens after 2-2 at Alvehurch 
Bradford PA 1-3 Home to Spennymoor 
Gateshead Lost 2-1 at Chorley 
Curzon Ashton Lost 2-1 at home v FCUM 
Gloucester City Lost on pens after1-1 draw at Christchurch 
Leamington Lost 1-0 Home to Banbury United 
That’s four of our teams losing to lower league opposition with perhaps Gloucester, who 
are strongly fancied this season, the biggest shock of the round involving our club’s .
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Penalty save to keep it at 0-1 

Niall’s debut goal to make it 1-1 

And George with the winner. 
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SOUTHPORT FC  
FA CUP 3Q STATS 

FA CUP THIRD QUALIFYING ROUND 

15-Oct      1983/84   3Q        A       HORWICH RMI         1-2      428       Cooper 

12-Oct      1985/86    3Q        H      CHORLEY                 1-3      578       Mutch 

11-Oct      1986/87    3Q        H      EMLEY                      3-3      462       King, Owens, Coleman 

14-Oct      1986/87    3QR     A       EMLEY                      4-4      1010     Coleman(2) Sturgeon, McCormack 

20-Oct      1986/87    3QR2   H      EMLEY                      2-0      824       Coleman, Sturgeon 

15-Oct      1988/89    3Q        H      BANGOR CITY          3-0      502       Wilkes(2) Rowlands 

14-Oct      1989/90    3Q        A       RHYL                        3-0      389       Clark, Mather, McGuire 

10-Oct      1992/93    3Q        A       BRIGG TOWN           1-0      324       Haw 

12-Oct      1996/97    3Q        H      BURTON ALBION     4-1      1078     Whittaker Dove McDonald Clark 

17-Oct      1998/99    3Q        A       RAMSBOTTOM UNITED       5-0      829       Ross(3) Gamble O'Reilly 

16-Oct      2004/05   3Q        A       STRATFORD TOWN       3-0      396       Daly(2) Pickford 

13-Oct      2007/08    3Q        A       BELPER TOWN         3-0      382       Gray(2) Duffy 

11-Oct      2008/09   3Q        H      BOSTON UNITED       0-2      792         

10-Oct      2009/10    3Q        A       ALFRETON TOWN       2-2      613       Powell(2) 

13-Oct        2009/10      3QR       H       ALFRETON TOWN       2-1      553       McGinn, Kilheeney 

06-Oct      2018/19    3Q        A       CURZON ASHTON       2-1      408       Charles,  Sampson 

05-Oct      2019/20    3Q        A       FARSLEY CELTIC       5-0      411       og, Sampson, Benjamin, Green, Morgan 

 

It is our eighteenth game at this stage of the 
world’s best cup competition. 

We have only lost on three occasions at this 
stage. 

44 Goals For and 19 Against 
One Hat-Trick-Brian Ross on a very wet day in 

Ramsbottom in front of a crowd that remained 
a ground record at Rammy for many years. 

The remarkable games against Emley in 
1986/87 were the days of second replays 
(remember those). Given the circumstances, I 
wonder if we will ever see replays again. We 
also scored 18 goals that season which if I 
remember correctly was the most scored by 

any team in the FA Cup that season. We 
progressed to Round 1 going out at Scunthorpe 
when over 600 travelling Southport fans 
turned the town yellow. 

People think we have had bad luck with FA 
Cup draws but as a Non League Club tonight is 
our 127th game and we have been drawn at 
home on 55 occasions and away 49 times, the 
balance are replays. 

My favourite topic of attendances at games 
is put on hold which will please some people 
but as we all know cup progression has lead to 
some pretty good gates for our level sadly not 
at present.



HERE WE go again. This 
past week, Boris Johnson 
urged people to go back to 
the cinemas following the 
sad decision of Cineworld 
to temporarily close its 
127 theatres across the 
UK, affecting 45,000 jobs.  

 
It comes at the end of a damning week for the film 

industry with the launch of the forthcoming James 
Bond film No Time To Die being put back to 2021. 

Sadly, it’s an all-too familiar story in these strange 
Covid times, bearing a striking comparison to the 
football industry, which too has been left to pick up 
the pieces from the effects of the global pandemic. 

So, the question remains then Boris, if you are 
pleading with people to go back to watching films in 
the cinema - a small, enclosed arena with very little 
room for manoeuvre or ventilation – then why can’t 
fans return to football in a much larger, outdoor, 
socially-distanced environment? 

Last Saturday, 15 Vue Cinemas – Cineworld’s 
main market rival – showed live Premier League 
matches, well attended by fans. How can you watch 
football in a cinema but not an open-air stadium? 
That’s madness. 

Quite frankly, I’m amazed – and mightily relieved - 
that more proud, well-established football clubs 
haven’t fallen foul to these testing Covid times and 
credit for that lies with the people who work tirelessly 
– usually without financial reward – to keep our clubs 
alive. 

But, with a second Coronavirus wave threatening 
to kick in and tougher restrictions gradually being put 

in place, there comes a point when something has to 
give, as Cineworld have shown. 

Last week’s £10m Government bailout to the 
National League at least papers over the cracks for a 
few months but, at the time of writing this, clubs are 
still waiting for news of their reimbursements almost 
a week on and with their season already underway. 

Indeed, poor communication throughout has been 
a huge issue during this uncertain summer and 
that’s something that needs to be addressed in any 
future Covid post mortem. 

Personally, I’m still dismayed by a lack of 
assistance, and greed sometimes, of the mega-rich 
Premier League and its member clubs during this 
crisis. 

No fewer than six players in Gareth Southgate’s 
England squad for this week’s friendly with Wales 
and Nations League games against Belgium and 
Denmark boast a Non-League background. Doesn’t 
that show that football at this level is impacting 
higher up the Pyramid? 

In the week when Macclesfield Town were wound 
up by the High Court for debts totalling £500,000, 
Chelsea were spending £22 million for a 
replacement goalkeeper.  

A couple of weeks later, Arsenal then opted to 
severely damage their once proud community ties by 
dumping its much-loved mascot Gunnersaurus - for 
the sake of £120-a-week - before then spending £45 
million on Thomas Partey. 

Obviously, I’m not suggesting bailouts of those 
proportions but what a gesture it would be from the 
20 Premier League clubs if they put aside, say, £1 
million each, to strengthen their community ties 
when it is needed most and keep their local clubs 
alive? 

Cineworld’s demise is a worrying turn of events for 
the entertainment industry, of which sport plays a 
significant part.  

Agreed, Boris, let us support our cinemas, theatres 
and music venues – socially distanced, of course – 
but how about including football stadiums in that too?  

by Matt Badcock 
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Dan Hanford 
Charlie Oliver 
Jack Doyle 
Russ Benjamin 
Adam Anson 
David Morgan 
Connor Woods 
Marcus Wood 
Jack Sampson 
George Newell 
Marcus Carver 
Matty Challoner 
Tony McMillan 
Mo Ali 
Dean Winnard 
Dylan Vassallo 
Niall Watson 
Jack Bainbridge
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Myles Boney 
Craig Baxter 
Ashley Smith-Brown 
Jon Shaw 
Dillon Morse 
Callum Ross 
Wouter Verstraaten 
Robert Briggs 
Jason Gilchrist 
Darius Osei 
Alex Kempster 
Dom Agnew 
Ross Coombe 
Josh Gillies  
Will McCamley  
Sam Hodgson
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SOUTHPORT SOUTH SHIELDS
MANAGER Liam Watson MANAGER Graham Fenton/Lee Picton

MATCH OFFICIALS 
REFEREE Richard Holmes 

ASSISTANT REFEREE Shaun Taylor 
ASSISTANT REFEREE Graeme Kearney

NEXT UP 
Saturday 17th October  
CHORLEY  
Kick Off 3.00pm

/SouthportFC @southport_fcsouthportfc.net


