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WELCOME
Here we go again in what is the latest ever start to a 
season we have ever made. It has certainly been a very 
difficult time for everyone with nobody foreseeing 
what was in store when we played our last competitive 
game 210 days ago against Kidderminster. 

There is so much to catch up with, it will take 
a few programmes to include everything that has 
happened in the last six months. 

The very fact that I am writing these notes is a 
positive but it is so very sad that we wont have 
any fans in…at least as I write these notes that’s 
what it looks like. 

It’s been said many, many times, football 
without fans just isn’t the same and that has 
shown itself to be true as we watch the 
multitude of games brought to us by Sky, BT and 
the BBC with every game seemingly available on 
screen. False crowd noise, which is actually 
quite amusing as the button presser presses the 
wrong button, or no crowd noise with the 
swearing and screaming when a foul takes place 
coming across loud and clear.  

Where do we go from here? As I type I have no 
idea. There is talk of a Government bailout 
package to clubs at our level to help us play 
without fans but I am sure the taxpayers may not 
be too keen on that when you see the millions of 
££££’s involved in football and being spent on 
players wages. Even at some NL Clubs ridiculous 
amounts are being paid out. The ordinary man in 
the street only sees the huge salaries of the top 
players and must question any sort of 
Government assistance being given to football? 
Where does it end? 

As for the programme. You will see elsewhere 
the plans for this season. 

This is an abbreviated pdf edition only. 
We had originally planned to go fully online 

but having listened to supporter feedback we 
offered a compromise to people who were 
prepared to pay for a season subscription for a 
paper programme. The take up was enough to 
warrant doing it although a few of the people 
who took to print and social media to complain 
have never bothered to take out a subscription 
which is what I suspected would happen, have a 
moan but then don’t support the compromise. 

The pre-season has been long with thirteen 
games and I have been one of the ones 
fortunate to attend them all in my media 
capacity and, even though I am not a big fan of 
friendlies I have to say I have enjoyed them al 
probably because of being starved of real 
football. The details of the games will be in 
Tuesday’s programme which will be back to 
normal size and price. 

Who knows what is going to happen between 
now and the scheduled season end at the end of 
May but we can only take each game as it 
comes, hope everyone stays healthy and we can 
get fans back in as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Rob

#Oneport
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MORPETH TOWN
Visitors

One thing, of many, we like about the FA Cup is playing teams 
we have never played before and so it is today that we 
welcome Morpeth Town to The Pure Stadium.

I can find no trace of any game having 
been played between the sides even in 
our pre Football League days when we 
played so may different sides. 

The first thing I was asked was 
where is Morpeth? It was over to Wiki 
to find out a bit more. 

Morpeth is a historic market 
town in Northumberland, North East 
England, lying on the River Wansbeck. 
Nearby towns 
include Ashington and Bedlington. In 
the 2011 census, the population of 
Morpeth was given as 14,017, up from 
13,833 in the 2001 census. The 
earliest record of the town is believed 
to be from the Neolithic period. The 
meaning of the town's name is 
uncertain, but it may refer to its 
position on the road to Scotland and a 
murder which occurred on that road. 
An alternative origin is a derivation of 
'murderers' path' from the time when 
the gallows were on the Common. The 
de Marley family was granted the 
Barony of Morpeth in c. 1080 and built 
two castles in the town in the late 11th 
century and the 13th century. The 
town was granted its coat of arms in 
1552. By the mid 1700s it had become 
one of the main markets in England, 
having been granted a market charter 
in 1199, but the opening of the 
railways in the 1800s led the market to 
decline. The town's history is 
celebrated in the annual Northumbrian 
Gathering. 

As for the football team… 
 
Morpeth Town Football Club was 

established in 1894, and through more 
than a century of football have continued 
the tradition of carrying Amber and Black 
as their team colours. 

The club was formed after an 
amalgamation between Morpeth United 
and Morpeth FC, playing at Stobhill 
Cricket Field. 

In 1954 the club moved to Storey Park, 
and in the 1980’s enjoyed a successful 
time in the Northern Alliance, winning 
the title and finishing runners-up on two 
other occasions, as well as lifting both 
the Challenge Cup and Benevolent Bowl 
in 1986. 

The club spent half a century in the 
Northern Football Alliance before 
stepping up to the Northern League on 
their one hundredth anniversary, winning 
the Division Two title in their first season 
and finishing sixth in Division One and 
Northumberland Senior Cup runners-up 
in their second. In 1998-99 they made it 
to the final qualifying round of the FA 
Cup, losing 1-0 at home to Nigel Clough’s 
Burton Albion. 

The club moved to a purpose-built 
stadium in 1994, which coincided with a 
League and Cup double, and with it, 
promotion to the Northern League. Craik 
Park was named after the father and son 
W and R Craik who had served as 
secretary between 1920 and 1985. 
Current President Ken Beattie was the 
man behind the stadium and since 1992 
he has revived the club’s fortunes. 



05
#O
N
E
PO
R
T

Membership of the Northern League 
followed in 1994/95 and the following 
year saw the Second Division 
Championship being presented to 
Morpeth. The club finished 6th in the 
First Division at the first time of asking, 
as well as reaching the final of the 
Northumberland Senior Cup. 

After sitting comfortably mid-table 
between 1996/7 and 1999/2000, 
Morpeth narrowly avoided relegation on 
goal difference in the 2000/01 season, 
and finished once again one spot above 
the relegation zone in 2001/02. 

The next few years saw Morpeth Town 
move back into the middle of the table 
before a 6th place finish in 2005/06, 
Morpeth’s equal top performance in the 
Northern League. 

In 2006/07 Morpeth won the 
Northumberland Senior Cup for the first 
time since 1886 (as Morpeth Harriers) 
with a 3-2 victory over Blyth Spartans. 

Disaster struck in 2009/10 as 
Morpeth Town were relegated to the 
second division and things got even 
worse a season later as Morpeth Town 
finished bottom of the Northern League’s 
second tier. 

The club was in dire straits with 
President Ken Beattie and Chairman Jim 
Smith trying their best to keep the club 
running by bringing the ground up to 
Northern League standards whilst being 
forced to ground share with local rivals 
Bedlington Terriers. The club was within 
weeks of folding at one point. 

The Highwaymen began their revival in 
2011/12 under the stewardship of Nick 
Gray who moved to the club from Seaton 
Delaval and brought a number of players. 
In his first season Morpeth narrowly 
avoided promotion back to the top tier, 
finishing fourth and a one point won 
fourteen consecutive home games. 

2012/13 saw the side improve once 
more, finishing one place higher in third 
position, beating out Jarrow Roofing on 
goal difference to earn promotion. 

After earning promotion Morpeth Town 
managed to avoid the drop quite 
comfortably finishing in 17th place. 

During the season, they also went on a 
then historic FA Vase run to the Quarter-
Final stage. 

In 2014/15 saw further improvement, 
with the Highwaymen finishing 8th in the 
table and reaching the Northumberland 
Senior Cup Final. The club was now 
beginning to attract high-caliber players 
to the area, with the likes of Keith 
Graydon and Ben Sayer signing from 
higher level football. 

The 2015/16 season brought Nick 
Gray his first trophy for the club, and 
what a win it was, beating heavily favored 
Hereford FC 4-1 in the FA Vase final at 
Wembley Stadium. Despite going a goal 
down in the first two minutes, the 
Highwaymen battled back, 45-year old 
Chris Swailes netting to equalise before 
half-time. The second half brought an 
onslaught from Morpeth, Luke Carr 
scoring after just a minute before Sean 
Taylor and Shaun Bell netted on a 
famous day for the Northumberland club. 
In addition to the Vase, Town finished 4th 
in the Northern League. The following 
season, the club narrowly missed out on 
winning their inaugural Northern League 
title, finishing in second place behind 
South Shields. 

More recent times have been hugely 
successful with promotion secured to 
NPL East at the start of the 2018/19 
season and a step into the unknown. Far 
from being daunted by this prospect, the 
Highwaymen won the title by a distance 
and added the Senior Cup to claim an 
unprecedented double. 

The 2019-20 season was one not 
experienced by any club in history as a 
global pandemic brought the campaign 
to an abrupt conclusion, with Town on a 
10-game unbeaten run and heading for 
the play-off spots. 

The following summer brought change 
in the manager’s dugout as long-serving 
Nick Gray stepped down to be replaced 
by Stephen Turnbull, who takes on his 
first job in management, having worked 
on the coaching staff at Craik Park as 
well as being a player.
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v MORPETH TOWN

Dan Lowson 
An experienced keeper in the 
NPL, Dan has featured for 
Spennymoor Town most 
recently, with stints at Blyth 
Spartans, Alfreton and Luton 
Town among others. After six 
games spent on loan at Craik Park, he signed 
permanently during the summer of 2018/19. 
  
Jeff Henderson 
A warrior of a centre-back, 
Henderson’s most successful 
time came when winning league 
and cup glory at Sligo Rovers. He 
also played in the Europa League 
and Champions League while in 
Ireland before returning to his native North East. 
He joined Town from Stobswood, where he had 
been regaining his fitness following injury. 

 Stephen Forster 
Stephen is an electric full-back, 
who has made the transition 
from winger to defender during 
the course of the 2015-16 season. 
He has been one of the clubs 
most consistent performers. 
  
Michael Turner 
Michael signed for the 
Highwaymen and has gone from 
strength to strength, making 
over 100 appearances for the 
club. He is a solid, no-nonsense 
defender who likes to get 
forward. His aerial presence is a handy feature for 
a left-back. 
  
Chris Reid 
Chris signed for the club from 
Whitley Bay during the 2015-16 
season, and has proved to be an 
influential member of the squad. 
He made over 200 appearances 
for the four-time FA Vase 
winners, and has excelled at Craik Park. 
  
Callum Williams 
Signing in November 2019, 
Callum has enjoyed a strong 
start to his Morpeth career. 
Williams came through the 
Newcastle United Academy 
before moving to the Moors. 
 
Ryan Hutchinson 
Ryan joined the club in January 
2020 from Blyth Spartans. 
Hutchinson has already had a 
spell earlier in his career with the 
Highwaymen. 
  
 
Liam Noble 
Noble made the switch from 
Hartlepool over in October 2019. 
A player with football league 
experience, Nobsa came through 
the ranks at Sunderland before 
joining Carlisle United. He has 
also featured for Forest Green Rovers and Notts 
County. 

Stephen Turnbull 

Manager 
Stephen takes on his first role in management at Craik 
Park, replacing Nick Gray in the summer of 2020. With 
experience working on the coaching staff at Town, the 
former Hartlepool United and Blyth Spartans midfielder 
will be looking to make a significant impact at the 
Highwaymen.
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Connor Oliver 
Joining the club in August 2020, 
Oliver penned a deal after 
leaving Gateshead. Another 
player with experience in the 
football league with Blackpool 
and Morecambe. Connor has 
also played at near neighbours Blyth Spartans. 
  
Ben Sayer 
Ben joined the club during the 
2014-15 season, and is a hard-
working player with a superb 
range of passing. He has a huge 
creative influence on the side and 
was named Northern League 
Player of the Year in 2017. 
  
Wayne Phillips 
Wayne signed for the club from 
South Shields, where he won 
four trophies, including the FA 
Vase at Wembley Stadium. He is 
a vastly experienced winger, who 
has also won the Vase with 
Spennymoor Town. Hard-working and keen to 
press, Phillips was given the captain’s armband in 
the 2019/20 season. 
  
Joe Walton 
Joe, who won the FA Vase with 
Spennymoor Town, joined from 
Washington and the winger has 
vast experience in the Northern 
League. He can play in various 
positions but will best be 
remembered nationally for a sensational goal 
against Marske United which went viral. 
  
Andrew Johnson 
Joining the club in the summer of 
2020, Johnson signed after 
leaving Spennymoor Town. 
Previously at Ashington before 
the Moors. 
  

Sam Hodgson 
A versatile member of the squad, 
Sam signed for The Highwaymen 
from Shildon in the Summer of 
2018. Able to play across the 
back four, he also provides a 
calm and composed figure in the 
centre of midfield. 
  
Shabz Mohammed 
Shabz joined the club in the 
Summer of 2019 from Stockton 
Town. An England U18 Schoolboy 
International, Shabz has enjoyed 
a good start to his career at Craik 
Park. 
  
Jack Foalle 
Jack only made the switch to the 
Highwaymen in October 2018 
but has hit the ground running. 
Following a run of 17 goals in 15 
games at Whitley Bay, ambitious 
Jack made the move to Craik Park 
and duly scored a sensational first goal for the 
club on his home debut. Quick, energetic and 
enthusiastic, Foalle is a real threat up top. 
  
Liam Henderson 
Liam is a prolific centre-forward 
who signed for the club from 
Spennymoor Town. He has 
finished as the club’s top-scorer 
for the last two seasons and will, 
no doubt, be up there 
challenging for the league’s golden boot again, 
with his robust style of play a constant thorn in 
the side of opponents.. 
  
Carl Finnigan 
Carl joined the club in December 
2019 from Whickham. Having 
come through the academy at 
Newcastle United, Finnigan has 
played professional football in 
Botswana, Scotland and South 
Africa. 
  

PEN PICS
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2019/20



PROGRAMMESALES

The subscription cost will be at the full rate 
of £52.50 for 21 league programmes now 
available to purchase online. 

There will be no printed copies available to 
buy on the day. However, and this is a change 
to the original plan, we will be taking orders 
for printed copies on a match by match basis 
but the order must be made and paid for 
online at least 7 days ahead of the game. We 
are now able to do this because enough 
people have taken out a subscription to make 
it viable. 

The subscription cost will be at the full rate 
of £52.50 for 21 league programmes now 
available to purchase online. 

All cup games will be online only. 
We will still post out printed copies if 

requested for an additional £35 for the 
season. Contact rob@southportfc.net for 
details. 

You will be able to subscribe for the season 
and it will be sent out via e-mail at a cost of 
£30 this includes all cup games. This will be a 
pdf version. 

You will be able to scan a QR code at the 
ground on a matchday and be taken to the 
page to pay £2 with the programme then 
being available on your phone or tablet. 

You can order a pdf copy on a game by 
game basis (£2 each) and all orders 
submitted by 8pm on a Friday will be sent out 

by e-mail ahead of the game. Any orders 
submitted after this time will be sent out after 
the game. 

No printed programmes will be given out 
free or part of a package with the one 
exception being our matchday mascot who 
receives a programme as part of the mascot 
package. Sponsors, officials, VP’s, boardroom, 
players and press will be able to use the QR 
code free of charge. 

The e-programme can still be printed off if 
desired. 

Example QR Code-Point your phone or ipad 
at the code and the programme will be 
delivered to your device. The example is free. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any questions? 
Contact rob@southportfc.net for more details. 

A reminder for supporters that our matchday 
programme sales are changing. Supporters still 
have the option available to have a printed 
programme by taking out a season’s subscription.
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We still have a few players available for 
sponsorship especially the change kit. 

Visit our website at https://southportfc.net/player-sponsors-2020-21/  
for the complete list of who is still waiting on a sponsor. 

Thank you to Wilson Henry for their very generous sponsorship of the  
home and change kits this season. 11
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SFC FA CUP 
SECOND QUALIFYING ROUND RECORD 

1983/84       2Q         A         PRESTWICH HEYS                      1-0         400             Wilson 

1984/85       2Q         H         ALFRETON TOWN                       1-1         331             Teale 

1984/85       2QR      A         ALFRETON TOWN                       0-3         470               

1985/86       2Q         H         STALYBRIDGE CELTIC                 2-0         415              Quinn, McCormack 

1986/87       2Q         A         LANCASTER CITY                        1-1         301             Lodge 

1986/87       2QR      H         LANCASTER CITY                        3-1         458             King(2) Thornton 

1988/89       2Q         H         HARWORTH CI                            2-0         262             Marsden, Quinn 

1989/90       2Q         H         ARNOLD TOWN                           2-1         323             Mather, McGuire(pen) 

1990/91       2Q         A         BOOTLE                                       0-2         393              

1991/92       2Q         H         STALYBRIDGE CELTIC                 1-2         417              Camilleri 

1992/93       2Q         H         CHADDERTON                            2-0         542             Brennan, Withers 

1996/97       2Q         H         EMLEY                                         1-1         848             Farley 

1996/97       2QR      A         EMLEY                                         3-2         434             Butler Whittaker McDonald 

2003/04       2Q         A         VAUXHALL MOTORS                   1-3         482             Ashcroft (pen) 

2004/05       2Q         A         RAMSBOTTOM UNITED              2-0         612             Fearns(pen) Daly 

2007/08       2Q         A         SKELMERSDALE UNITED          1-0         769              Gray 

2008/09       2Q         H         VAUXHALL MOTORS                   3-2         593             Robinson(2), Connolly 

2009/10       2Q         H         SPENNYMOOR TOWN                3-1         554             Daly(pen), Powell, Aley 

2017/18        2Q         H         BRADFORD PARK AVE               0-3         469              

2018/19       2Q         A         FARSLEY CELTIC                         3-0         306             Winnard, Charles, Green 

2019/20       2Q         H         SCARBOROUGH ATH                  5-2         875             Sampson 3, Mohammed, Newell 

 

An interesting selection of games played at this stage of the 
competition with one of our worst ever defeats in the 2-0 at Bootle 
in 1990-91 and also the 3-1 at Vauxhall in 2003/04 which lead to 
some ugly scenes at the end of the game as Mike Walsh took the 
abuse from the visiting fans. A game that ultimately lead to his 
dismissal.

On a happier note the 3-1 
replay win against Lancaster in 
1986/87 was 5th game we 
had played that season having 
had two replays to get past 
Garforth Town and we went on 
to play five more games before 
bowing out 2-0 at Scunthorpe 

in the First Round proper. 
The 2-0 win against 

Chadderton in 1992/93 was 
also the fifth game in the FA 
Cup that season and that time 
we made the Second Round 
proper beating, Brigg Town, 
Barrow and Blyth Spartans 

before bowing out at 
Hartlepool. 

The Third Qualifying Round 
comes around very quickly this 
season as both Southport and 
our visitors today from 
Morpeth look to make it into 
the hat.
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DAY         DATE                    V                  OPPONENTS                                                                                           COMP 
OCTOBER 
Sat           10/3/20               H                   Morpeth Town                                                                                            FAC2Q 
Tue           10/6/20               H                   Hereford                                                                                                     Lge 
Sat           10/10/20             A                   Kettering Town                                                                                           Lge 
Tue           10/13/20                                                                                                                                                      FAC3Q 
Sat           10/17/20             H                   Chorley                                                                                                        Lge 
Sat           10/24/20             A                   Blyth Spartans                                                                                           Lge 
Sat           10/31/20             H                   Boston United                                                                                            Lge 

NOVEMBER 
Sat           11/7/20               A                   AFC Telford United                                                                                     Lge 
Tue           11/10/20             H                   York City                                                                                                      Lge 
Sat           11/14/20             H                   Spennymoor Town                                                                                     Lge 
Mon         11/16/20             A                   Bradford PA                                                                                                Lge 
Sat           11/21/20             A                   Gateshead                                                                                                  Lge 
Sat           11/28/20            H                   Alfreton Town                                                                                             Lge 

DECEMBER 
Tue           12/1/20               H                   Farsley CelTc                                                                                              Lge 
Sat           12/5/20                                                                                                                                                        FAT2  
Sat           12/12/20            A                   Guiseley                                                                                                      Lge 
Sat           12/19/20                                                                                                                                                     FAT3 
Sat           12/26/20            H                   Curzon Ashton                                                                                            Lge 
Mon         12/28/20            A                   AFC Fylde                                                                                                    Lge 

JANUARY 
Sat           1/2/21                 A                   Curzon Ashton                                                                                            Lge 
Sat           1/9/21                 H                   Darlington                                                                                                   Lge 
Sat           1/16/21               A                   Chester                                                                                                       Lge 
Sat           1/23/21               H                   Leamington                                                                                                Lge 
Sat           1/30/21               A                   Gloucester City                                                                                           Lge 

FEBRUARY 
Sat           2/6/21                 H                   Kidderminster Harriers                                                                                     Lge 
Tue           2/9/21                 A                   Brackley Town                                                                                            Lge 
Sat           2/13/21               H                   Kettering Town                                                                                           Lge 
Sat           2/20/21               A                   Hereford                                                                                                     Lge 
Sat           2/27/21               H                   Blyth Spartans                                                                                           Lge 

MARCH 
Sat           3/6/21                 A                   Chorley                                                                                                        Lge 
Sat           3/13/21               A                   York City                                                                                                      Lge 
Sat           3/20/21               H                   AFC Telford United                                                                                     Lge 
Tue           3/23/21               H                   Bradford PA                                                                                                Lge 
Sat           3/27/21               A                   Spennymoor Town                                                                                     Lg 

APRIL 
Fri             4/2/21                 H                   Gateshead                                                                                                  Lge 
Mon         4/5/21                 A                   Alfreton Town                                                                                             Lge 
Sat           4/10/21               H                   Guiseley                                                                                                      Lge 
Tue           4/13/21               A                   Farsley Celtic                                                                                              Lge 
Sat           4/17/21               A                   Boston United                                                                                            Lge 
Sat           4/24/21               H                   Brackley Town                                                                                            Lge 

MAY 
Sat           5/1/21                 H                   AFC Fylde                                                                                                    Lge 
Mon         5/3/21                 A                   Darlington                                                                                                   Lge 
Sat           5/8/21                 H                   Chester                                                                                                       Lge 
Sat           5/15/21               A                   Leamington                                                                                                Lge 
Sat           5/22/21               H                   Gloucester City                                                                                           Lge 
Sat           5/29/21               A                   Kidderminster Harriers                                                                                     Lge 
 

fixtures&results 2020/21
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A Wembley 
Story 
By Peter Hawke

Different competition 
but it’s still a trip to 
Wembley 

 
I have a very unusual story about that fateful 
day. 

To explain, My parents lived in Southport and I 
was taken to games as a 10-13 year old and 
have remained a fan ever since. Some 49 years 
ago we moved to... Yep you have guessed, to 
Cheltenham. 

Obviously, distance didn’t allow me to see 
many games for a few years but I did get to see 
games at Swindon and Watford. 

I stayed in Cheltenham for 17 years and 
watched many games at Whaddon Road, as I 
only lived about a mile from the ground, I was of 
course a ‘Port fan at heart but as a resident it 
didn’t feel wrong! 

I then moved to Bath whilst my mother stayed 
in Cheltenham and she became a Town fan. My 
job involved occasional visits to Vauxhall Motors, 
Ellesmere Port so I got to see some games up 
north, Colwyn bay at home and Winsford away 
spring to mind and of course whilst we were in 
the Conference, Bath, Forest Green, Torquay, 
Yeovil, Eastleigh, Kidderminster etc were all 
regular "ports" of call. 

Anyway, when we were pitched against 
Cheltenham my mother and I were planning to 
travel down to Wembley by train, until a friend of 
hers, who was involved with towns supporters 
club asked if she was going to the game. When 
she said yes but not with the town fans due to 
me being a port fan, he said there was no 

problem in me travelling on their supporters 
coaches, which I did, wearing my Port scarf 
(obviously I knew a few of the town fans, having 
lived there for 17 years). 

I have to say the town fans were great and 
made me most welcome and were more than 
happy to admit that the best team didn't win. 
This hospitality even continued back at the bar 
at Whaddon Road, where all my drinks were 
bought by town fans. 

The funniest part of the story was during the 
game. The town fan who was sat directly in front 
of my mother kept standing up and totally 
blocking her view (she wasn’t very tall) and he 
was built like the proverbial brick outhouse. After 
a few announcements about standing, to my 
horror, my mother grabbed his town shirt a 
forcibly pulled him back into his seat. When he 
turned round to see who had done it. I thought, 
God I am going to die and started to regret 
wearing my scarf. However, when my mother 
explained she couldn’t see and he saw how 
small she was, he couldn't have been nicer and 
apologised profusely.  He did a classic double 
take on noticing my scarf, but was more than 
happy with our explanation, saying "you have to 
support your team, brave man" 

So at the end of the day, it was sad for me but 
good to see mum’s team win and their 
supporters paid for me to get drunk, which made 
things a bit easier. 

Hope you have enjoyed this supporter’s 
report, stay safe and see you at my "home" 
games next year, Kiddy, Leamington, Gloucester 
etc.  
 
Ps. Promotion would save me a fortune,  
come on ‘port, promotion this season……please. 
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SOUTHPORT MORPETH TOWN
MANAGER Liam Watson MANAGER Stephen Turnbull

MATCH OFFICIALS 
REFEREE Dale Baines  

ASSISTANT REFEREE Abid Hussain  
ASSISTANT REFEREE Daniel Sims

NEXT UP 
Tuesday 6th October  
HEREFORD  
Kick Off 7.45pm

/SouthportFC @southport_fcsouthportfc.net


